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6 Vienge de xg hs gia ſia fortto Go 
% Di due vaghi occhi, e d'unna bella treccia, 
"© Totto cul ſi naſcende un Cor protervo, 


Che Poco pura —_ con molto bran” 
$5 EN 


"ARIA VILLARS was born a 1 | 
Her firſt ſmile was enchantment, her 
| firſt movement grace: Nor had fortune 
been leſs favorable to her than nature he 
and one ſon were the only offspring born 

to Lord Villars, by his firſt wife. On his 


marriage, donne. the fortune that his wife 
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brought "Ry had been, by marriage ſettle. | 
ments, allotted to younger children, and 
there having been no limitation, as to 
number, the whole ſum became the pro- 
perty of Maria. Lady Villars died in a 
few months after the birth of her daugh- 
ter; and many more had not elapſed be- 
fore Lord Villars exchanged the ſober 
garb of affliction, for the 857 trappings of 5 
a bridegroom. „ 


On this 3 marriage, Maria was 
placed under the care of a ſiſter of her fa- 
ther's, a woman, who to an unbounded 
love for diſſipation, joined ſo much natural 
85 good humour, as made her deſirous that 
all with whom ſhe had to do ſhould ſhare 
in pleaſures, which ſhe thought ſo neceflary 
to bappineſs. Although married, ſhe had 
no children; ſhe had talked herſelf into 
the belief, that ſhe was miſerable from the 
want of them; Maria therefore became her 
paſſion. The moſt unlimited indulgence 
ſoon taught hel to know no N for action 
99 but 
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but her cum wilt Semen, violent, r DL 
ſelfiſh, od ents.” "Naturs had be. 
ſtowed upon her a quickneſs of apprehen- 
ſion, which, had it been properly directed, 
might have aſſiſted her in procuring ſuch 
uſeful knowledge, as would in time have 
formed her judgment, and corrected her 
temper; but this quickneſs being miſtaken 
by her aunt for wit, it became rather a ſub- 
ject of praiſe for itſelf, than cultivated as 4 
means by which to ö things worthy ; 
e bl 2 
of FOR many. accomplihmncatss 1 a 
that Maria made a parade of acquiring, ſhe 
7 knew no one tolerably, muſic and dancing 5 


excepted. She was born with an accurate 


ear and a ſweet voice, and ſhe ſo early felt 
- the advantage to be derived. from. the cul- 25 
tivation of ſuch enchanting talents, that 
ſhe had acquired a very com petent Know- 
| ledge i in the ſcience. of - muſic, and in, the 
little leſs dificult one of e ſhe ex- 5 


Wet, 2 bak 341 111 Welles. 


celle. In her earlieſt years the kad be 
her aunt's plaything; as time began more 
to unfold her charnis, the became her N 
and her exhibition. 1 | 


+ e149 f. 
4 4 


Wbete eK ybuth, beauty, talents, ich 
Sane: were unitedz ait. is not wonderful 
that the uſeful acquirements of the under- 
ſtanding were unſought, or that the unob- 
truſive virtues of the heart were forgotten. 
In the circle wherein Maria Villars moved, 
there was but one opinion, that Miſs 
Villars was perfection.” She heard it every 
hour of the day, ſhe ſaw it in the deference 6 
that was paid to her opinions,” and in the 
eagerneſs that was manifeſted even to pre- 
vent her wiſhes; the repeated it to herſelf 
© continually, and there was certainly no ar- 

ticle of her faith to which her mind ee 
; half lo ped. an aſſent: 1 

Amidk the e acids that fol. 
lowed her wherever ſhe appeared, there was 
not wanting, even from her earlieſt youth, 
ſeveral individuals, who, allured by her 

5 nn, 
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1 or induced by har fortune; ſeriouſly 
ſought her for a wife: but her aunt was in 
no haſte to induce her to fix her choice; 
ſhe thought no rank, however high, or for- 
tune, hon ever ſplendid, above what might 8 
be challenged by the merits of her niece: 
And Maria, (whoſe greateſt delight was in 
. multiplying her conqueſts, and in the in- 
fliction of pain) POOR and dota 
all her lovers alike. . | 


„ 


. was now in har e year; 


5 1 one night, on her return from a ball, 


| the declared to her aunt, in the moſt pe- 
remptory terms, that her choice was made; 
that the. was in love with Mr. Mordaunt, 

and that Mr. Mordaunt ſhe would marry. : 
The ſhock of an earthquake could not have 
been more tremendous to the feelings of 
Mrs. Forteſcue, than was this declara- 
tion of her niece. She knew Mr. Mor- 
daunt for a young man of faſhion and 
good family, elegant in his perſon, and in- 


ſinuating 1 in his manners 5 {yt he was with. 


B 3 „ 
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out rank, and almoſt vitbout fortune: as 

do his underſtanding, or his moral charac- 
ter, ſhe had never heard either of them 

mentioned, nor could they have made any 


part of her inquiries. She attempted to 


remonſtrate; but ſhe ſoon found that ſhe 
| had neither the power that authority be- 
ſtows, nor the influence that is derived from 
affection. Maria had taken her reſolution © 

and ſhe ſcrupled not to ſay, ** that although -_ 
ſhe ſhould be beſt pleaſed if her marriage 
were ſanctioned by her aunt's approbation, 
yet the want of fuck RN ſhould 70 
not wa * 


The fact was, that Mr. Wande mom 
the firſt time in which he beheld Maria, had 
become violently and truly in love with her. 
There was ſomething in the humility and 
verity of his paſfion, that had been pecu- 
liarly pleaſing to her vanity; his addreſs - 
and his perſon had charmed her: ſhe ſaw 
his attentions were ſought for by the moſt 


eee of her ee it be- 
5 ; came, 
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came, en ere, a poiat of honour to at- 
tach him to herſelf: but when ſhe learnt 
that he was the object of the tendereſt eee 
to her moſt intimate friend, he was re- ; 
| bay and to IKE bim yer huſband. + N 88 5 


> 
no + 


#5 
* 


ies Fonte leue, aeſpairing o of the effect 
: of her own influence with her nioce, ſaw 
no other means to prevent a marriage 
which ſhe ſo much diſapproved, except by 
the force of parental authority; ſhe ap- 
: plied to Lord Villars, repreſenting to him 
the entire deſtruction of thoſe: amb! itious 
hopes, the uncommon beauty and attrac- 
tions of Maria had given birth to, if ſhe 
were thus permitted to diſpoſe of herſelf. 
But Lord Villars, however he might wiſh 
that the inclinations of his daughter had 
taken another bent, was too much-engiged 
in the cares and intereſts that had ariſen 
from a ſecond marriage, to beſtow much 
| thought or trouble on the affairs of a child, 
eſtranged from him from her bitth, and 
El whom he conſidered as being totally ſpoil- 
| TO} F WE OY 
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ed ww the wenk. indulgence of ber aunt; be 
therefore told his ſiſter, that ſhe muſt abide 
by the conſequences of her own miſcon- 
duct; that ten thouſand pounds was the 
whole of what he could ſpare to his daugh- 
ter on her marriage, but that the reſt of the 
ſettlement would be her's at his death; and 
that ſhe muſt endeavour to make wh * 
dn ſhe could. 


Mrs. Hana, as fading that 4 
poſition would be vain, no longer e 
herſelf to oppoſe what ſhe could not pre- 
vent. Mr. Mordaunt was made the hap- 
pieſt of men, by being told Maria Villars 
was to be his wife; and Maria herſelf took 
the air of ſacrificing ambition and avarice 
at the ſhrine of love. She became, in ruth, 5 
during the time of the courtſhip, as much 
in love with Mr. Mordaunt, as ſhe could 
be with any man. As to Mr. Mordaunt, 
he was not more enchanted with her beau- 
ty, or captivated by the graces of her man- 
ner, than he was impreſſed with gratitude, 


1 
44 
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E for the n ſhe gave bins! he con- 
ſidered ſuch a preference as a proof of the 


ed not a doubt but that in the lovely miſ- 
treſs he was about to poſſeſs, he ſnould find 
the good: humoured companion, the affec- 


tionate friend, and the faithful wife: he 


knew not, nor would it have been in the 
power of an angel from heaven to have 
made him believe, that Maria Villars was 
to be the bane of his happineſs, and the 
ſcourge of his children. Maria, it is true, 


had ſuffered herſelf, equally with Mr. Mor- 


daunt, to be determined in her choice of a 
companion for life, by the charms of an 
exterior, and by motives that could have 


no influence on the happineſs of that life; 
but ſhe had not, like him, added, even in 
imagination, the qualities either of the 


head or heart; ſhe had not thought about 


them. The man who was in love with 
her was, of, courle, at her dif fel L; ſhe. did 
not ſo far miſtruſt her charms, as to ſuſpect 
28 that, me not always be the Falgs and. 


3 I . While 5 


moſt diſintereſted affection; and entertain | 
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| 
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while ſhe Aud preſerve. an nlite 


power over the actions of Mr. Mordaunt, 


the ſought for no other quality on which to | 
ground: happineſs; there was no one excel- 
Tence of the head or the heart, nor all the 


poſſible excellencies of both united, that 


ſhe would not have exchanged for the ſin- 
gle virtue of unlimited compliance wit 
her wiſhes. But Mr. Mordaunt was form- 
ed by nature to have beſtowed happineſs 

of a very different kind from that which 
Maria required with perfectly good an 
clear ſenſe,” of a calm and gentle mind, 
with kind affections, and the moſt diſin- 
tereſted diſpoſitions, had he met with a 
heart and temper congenial to his own, 


there was no degree of domeſtic felicity that 


he was not er r of giving: and TO 


39 


Tt would have been Mr. Mordaunt's wiſh ; 
upon his' marriage, to have withdrawn from 


. ſcenes of diſſipation and expence, (at once 


ſo adverſe to ſhis inclination and ſo inimĩ- 


cal to his fortune) to his paternal eſtate in 
| Northurm- 
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Wettin bg lend But to this plan s b 
Forteſcue and Maria were equally. averſe, 
- and Mr. Mordaunt eaſily found, in the 
gaiety of youth, and the inveteracy of ha- 
bit, a ſufficient excuſe for this oppoſition 
to his wiſhes: he hoped time, and the 
cares of a mother, which he ſaw with plea- 
ſure would ſoon belong to Maria, would 
produce diſpoſitions more ſuited to his 
own; and in the mean while he made his 
| happineſs by contributing to her's. He 
| was, however, ſomewhat more alarmed, - 
when he found, that even after the birth of 
a daughter, her rage for amuſement ſeemed 
greater than ever; and long before his ten- 
derneſs thought ſhe ought to have quitted 
her houſe, he found her again eager to ; 
emerge into. the world, to form new en- 
gagements, and to ſeek new pleaſures :»-ſhe 
had abſolutely refuſed to ſuckle her child, 
and he had been made to believe that her 
health was too delicate to admit of her 
performing ſuch an office; but when he 
ſaw it ſufficiently robuſt to encounter. the 
B * „ i 
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vigils of balls and aſſemblies, and the lar 
_ rafling exertions of morning amuſements, 
he firſt uttered his eg and . ven- 
: tured to remonſtrate. 5 $6 


6 detec Gabon in which he had 
appeared to have a will diſtinct from that 
of Maria. The vehemence which ſhe be- 


trayed upon this occaſion aſtoniſhed and 


alarmed him; but the veil was now fallen, 
and from this hour ſhe appeared in her na- 
- tural form. The imperfections of temper - 
in a wife, although ſufficient to deſtroy 
happineſs, are, however, ſeldom powerful 
enough to pluck from the breaſt of a ten- 
der hearted man a deep rooted love. Mr. 
Mordaunt was compelled to be miſerable, - 
but he could not ceaſe to love. It was not 
ſo with Maria, ſhe had never loved—ſhe 
never could love any one but herſelf. - 
While Mr. Mordaunt contributed to her : 
convenience, or her pleaſure, ſhe ſmiled 
upon him with à complacency 'that "made 
. en himſelf the happieſt of men; 
| when 
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when his: thwarted ber moſt 8 | 
wiſhes, ſhe armed her-brow with: defiance, 
er TR were ee enen 


8 


al PUP of the firſt y years of phobic mar- 
nage, the dread of interru pting thoſe mo- 
ments of ſunſhine from which he drew his 
precarious and little enjoyed happineſs, 
made him give up, undiſputed, almoſt 
every point to his wife. Her habit of con- 
troul became by this means the more con- 
firmed; and afterwards, when this reaſon 
ceaſed" (for there were no longer moments 
of ſunſhine) the embarraſſment af his af. 
fairs, and the dread that all minds, not 
ſtrong, feel of probing the bottom of an 
evil, occaſioned him to go on in the ſame 
way. Thus, at the end of ten years, he 
found bimſelf diſappointed i in his hopes of 
bappineſs, involved in debt, the father of 
three miſerable, neglected girls, and the 
huſband of a decayed beauty, whoſe health 
bad been ruined by diſſipation, and whaſa 
temper, 
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— 


temper, not © naturally good, had beim. 
tated by the diſtreſſes of poverty: her heart 
and her underſtanding offered no reſources 


in the hour of diſappointment; and her 


continual ſelf reprcaches for having ſo 
fooliſhly thrown herſelf away, awakened 
Mr. Mordaunt to a wandering ſenſe, hour 
the moſt beautiful features, or the moſt 
perfect form, could ever have been a veil 
ſuficiently thick to have concealed from 
his obſervation the deformity of her tem- ; 
per, and the ai of her heart." n 


As te was now to e . hav | 
| Is no. option. Mrs. Forteſcue had 

ſo often relieved the diſtreſſes of her niece, 
that ſhe had no longer the power of doing 
ſo— the ten thouſand pounds paid at her 
marriage were diſſi pated—of the ten that 


were to be received on the death of Lord 


Villars, the intereſt only could be of any 
uſe, as the principal was ſettled upon chil- 
dren. Creditors were numerous and preſ- 
ere was no alternative but a jail, 

or 


$ 


or the ben manſion. in N Northumber- ; 


— t f 


tion which might have been the preventa- 


tive, ten years before, of the evils, for 


which it was now ſcarcely an alleviation, 
ſold all his property, in or near town, and 
packing up his wife, himſelf, their three 
daughters, and one woman ſervant, in thge 
only carriage they had left, this ruined fa- 
mily 5 s cheir FI into Ars orthum. | 
berland. . e RA © 


"ih BY 
4a 


| - Marks 1 ſhe had nothing to op- 


poſe to a meaſure ſo neceſſary and unavoid- 


able, yet had not fortitude enough to ſub- 
mit to it without the bittereſt lamentations, 


and the deepeſt grief. 7 She parted from 


Mrs. Forteſcue as if ſhe had been going 


into a Siberian exile; and Mrs. Forteſcue | 


herſelf would, with leſs grief, have followed 
her to her grave, than thus have ſeen her, 
at Eight and twenty, baniſhed from all 
at Ls „„ mat 


- 


Mr. inden witk a A of reſohs 5 


5 wan SENSE; 


that he held valuable in life, and buried 8 
in the frightful gloom of a northern ſoli- 
tude. But grief, however violent and 


| tempeſtuous, brings no balm to irremedi- | 


able evils. After {ome days of vehemence, 
complaints, and tears—after others of a ſul- 
len ſilence and ill humoured diſcontent, 
Mrs. Mordaunt found herſelf, in ſpite of 


all her grief and 6 ee ſettled at © | 


SGroby Manor, compelled to attend to the 
common affairs of life, and her influence 
confined to the circle of a ſmall country 
family, three hundred miles wy from 

London. 


+ : 1 ''s £9. 3 _ > 
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40 vonder manſion, | 
—f̃o the morning ſun - 
Turns his warm . 
2 EO On a hill. | | | 
855 « Half way between the furomit and a 5 _ 
6 That idly wanders at the foot, it ſtands, = 
... 6 And . i 
= 2 I | "Hoon, 


g ROBY MANOR was ys thou 


the head of a narrow valley, the oppoſite 
ſides of which were formed by a variety of 

high and different ſhaped hills, well wood - 
ed, with here and there a green meadow or 
a corn field interſperſed. Through the 


valley run a | Clear ſtream, and there were g 
variety 


"1g 
> "4. 


thirty miles from the ſea coaſt, at 185 
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variety of pleaſant and romantic walks c on 5 
every ide, 5 1 | 


The woos 5 for many generations, 
been the reſidence of a reſpectable and well 
beloved family: it contained large and 
convenient rooms, and though the furni- 
ture were old, it was ſufficiently. plentiful. 
The houſe was ſheltered: from every cut- | 
ting wind, and open only to a louthern 
expoſure; it was warm and comfortable, 
proviſions and coals were cheap and abun- 
dant, there was a good libra y, and the air 

clear and wholeſome, gave colour to che 50 
cheek, and vigour to abs limbs. 25 


Here, then, were Ware enough of en- 
Joyment, were the mind capable of reliſh- 
ing them: but Mrs. Mordaunt ſeemed re- 

ſolved,” that as ſhe was to be leſs happy ; 
than ſhe wiſhed to be, ſhe would be as 
miſerable as ſhe could. She paſſed her 
days in ſullen diſcontent, and unavailing 
repining, refuſing all ſociety, and render- 


* 
- 


rain sn ES. Ty * 


ing thoſe POE were is to e 
her as miſerable as herſelf.” e 


. : Mr. Sad 15 it was otherwiſe. 
Having once broken the chains that tied 
him to a life he diſapproved, his natural 
| temper began to manifeſt itſelf in benefi- 

cial effe&s to himſelf and all around him. 
He was delighted to be returned to the ſeat 
of his forefathers; joy ſprung in his heart at 
the ſight of the {ſcenes of his infancy ; : he - 

rejoiced to renew the ſocial connexions of 
his former neighbourhood, and to buſy 
himſelf. in the cares and occupations of a 
country life. He ſaw, with a ſatisfaction 
that tranquillized his ſleeping, and glad- 


dened his waking hours, that ten years f 
: prudent. retirement would clear his eftate, 


In'theſe ten years he hoped to recompenſe 
to his daughters the evil they had hitherto 
received from negle& and ill education; 
and he conſidered the end as being rj : 
more deſi rable than the means. 


20 ran SENSE. | 
Wo endeavoured, by gentleneſs and; the | 
kindeft affection, to ſoften the mind of 
| Maria, and to open it to a capability of 
enjoyment: he ſtill loved her; he therefore 
eaſily perſuaded himſelf, that time.and the 
eaſy undiſturbed life ſhe was henceforth to 
lead, might work this miracle; he was wil- 
ling to lay all her faults on the miſtakes of 
er education, and. tha . a her ow | 
| bis, ee Oy ins Tl 


Here, my dear Maria, (would he ſome- 

times ſay) here it depends only upon our- 
ü ſelves to be happy, and after the experience 

we have had of the inſufſiciency of every 
other ſource for happineſs, ſhall we neglect 
the only poor one, and which is now in 
our power? He had not, indeed, the ſa- 
tisfaction to ſee ſhe was ſenſible either to 
his kindneſs, or his reaſoning; but he con- 
ſidered, that time only could overcome ha- 
bit ſo deeply rooted as her's, and he was 
willing to wait patiently and good humour ; 
edly for its effects. AA. 
Twelve | 
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Twelve months: were now: elapſed fince 
Mr. Mordaunt's removal into che country; 
and Maria: began to be ſomewhat more re- 
conciledito her ſituation. She was not the 
leſs reconciled from obſerving the effect 
that the change in her manner of li ing 
had upon her beauty: the regularity of her 
life, and. the purity of the air, had fluſhed 
| her faded cheek with health, and had re- 
ſtored the luſtre to her eye; her limbs had 
recovered their roundneſs, and her com- 
plexion its tranſparency; ſhe heard the 
ruſtic praiſes of che peaſants whenever ſhe 
walked out; and her own maid had not ſo 
far forgotten her old trade, as not carefully . 
to repeat, ſometimes with, and ſometimes 
without exaggeration, tbe commendations 
that were retailed by ſervants from the 
Habs (omen their ROE © 5 


She was tous of the - diſguſt the had 
given to all their neighbours on her'firſt 
coming into the country; ſhe had then ſcarce 
Woughet it worth — while to remember the 

exiſtence 


5 
* 
| 
? 

= 

8 
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exiſterice of beings whom ſhe ns "i 


little above the brute creation, but to the 


pleaſure of admiration it was not poſſible, 5 


while ſhe continued to breathe, thut ſhe 5 
ſhould long be inſenſible. She endeavour- 


ed to apologize for her former conduct, by 
imputing it to ill health, and ſhe gave an 


appearance of truth to her apology, by now 
ſhewing a willingneſs to enter into ſociety, 


and to partake of ſuch pledures; as the 


| country afforded. P 


Her Ai, the ſuperiority 
of her breeding, and her uncommon beau 


ty, adorned as it now was by graciouſneſs, 
ſoon made her the idol, or the envy, of all 
who approached her. Mr. Mordaunt could 
not but be pleaſed with this improvement 


in his wife's temper; but he ſoon found it 
was confined wholly to thoſe hours when 


ſhe' was engaged with company, either 
rom home, or in her own houſe: he ſaw, 
with the moſt ſenſible mortification, that 


this amendment, however, aroſe only from 
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hs erntificatite of. her vanity; to him ſhe 
was always altke cold and inſenſible, always 
equally neglecttul ot her children, and in- 
"tolerable to her d »meſtics: her grumblings 
and diſcontent when they were alone, were 
rather increaled than abated; ſhe ſullenly 
refuſed to take pleaſure'in any of his plans 
| OC amuſements, coldly. withdrew her atten- 
tion when he withed to converſe, com- 
plained that his e gerneſs in his country 
purſuits diſtracted her nerves, and would | 
ſhut herſelf up in ber room for a day toge- 
ther, altering an old bonnet, or new mo- 
e ſome 1 the ancient furniture. 


1 


Stel a onde in pas of bimſelf, . gend 
Mr. Mordaunt a bad opinion of her heart, 
and gradually wore away all attachment or 
partiality, but that which a confirmed ha- 


bit and the intimacy of their connexion. ö 


preſerved, in e wn his reaſon mg d' his 
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« She bore a mind that Barg, could not but call fair.” 
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AD Maria any more 1 they: ; 
might now have. been happy. They 


were now lettled ith a ſmall but com- 


fortable ctabliſhment, vpon an equal foot - 


ing with their neighbours, ſufficiently 
buſied to feel no want of employment, and 


ſufficiently. idle, to be in no danger of fa- 
tigue; they had no particular cares to mo- 
leſt them; they, enjoyed | health and a com- 


petency; and if they had nothing much to 


hope, chey had alſo nothing much to fear. 
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But, in a life where bannt wolt als! 


I alone from a diſcharge of duty, Maria 

found no charms ; ſhe was ſenſible only to 

Vearineſs. As ſome relief from this eter- 
nal ſameneſs, ſhe was not diſpleaſed to find 


herſelf with child. To give hereſelf more 
conſequence, and the circumſtance more 
intereſt, ſhe took it into her head to ima- 
gine that ſhe longed paſſionately for a 
boy. By talking perpetually on the ſub- 
ject, and expatiating on the maternal rap- 
tures ſhe was about to feel, and the mater- ; 
| nal cares in which ſhe was henceforth to be 
engaged, the had converted what was at 
at firſt merely a whim, into a ſerious paſ- 
fion ; ſhe counted the months, the weeks 
as they paſſed; every day might now com- 
pleat her wiſhes, the hour came, and—ſhe 
was delivered of a daughter! 


From the moment ſhe beheld her, the 
poor child's deſtiny, as far as it depended 
upon the affect ion of its mother, was de- 
cided. It was hideous; ſhe ſaw every 

vol. 1. | )) bad 
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bad paſſi on in its countenance, it looked 3 
like an owl, like an ape, like aunt N elly.” 
| —lnvective could £9 no 8 


# 


This aunt Nelly, DO ne 15 Aura of TY 


horrence, had been the fiſter of Mr. Mor- 


daunt: Her breaſt was the manſion of 


female virtue; The had been the being in 


the world, next to Maria, that Mr. Mor- 
daunt had moſt fondly loved; being by 
many years his ſenior, ſhe had been the 
nurſe of his childhood, the gentle monitor 
of his youthful days, the warm and ſteady 


friend of his manly years. On his mar- 


riage he had eagerly ſent for her to town, 


that ſhe might know and be known to one 


whom he thought her only ſuperior. He 
told his Maria, that in the friendſhip of 


his ſiſter ſhe would find all the advantage 


of ſuperior wiſdom and perfect goodneſs; 


he did not bid her love her, he knew it 
was inpoſſible ſhe ſhould do ot herwiſe; 
and as to his ſiſter, ſhe would doat _ 
Man as her child.“ | 


All 


eee eee = =27- 


All this ard have been, und would 
have been, had Maria been the perſon 
Mr. Mordaunt believed her to be. But, 
with her ſarcaſtic ſpirit, and ſelf conſe- 
quence, virtue and wiſdom, in the form 
of a plain, though intelligent looking 
woman of five and forty, were likely only 
to produce contempt and ſatire She quar- | 
relled with every feature in her face in the 
firſt half hour of their acquaintance, ridi- 

culed her to her companions, ſcoffed a 
her to her woman, and in . e 

civility. that ſhe thought proper to ſhew 
her before Mr. Mordaunt, evinced to a 
woman of Miſs Mordaunt's penetration, 
the averſion. ſhe had taken to her. Nor 
was it lefs difficult to diſcover the miſtake 

that Mr. Mordaunt had made in his 
choice ; and Maria's averſion to her fiſter 


that it could not be hid from Ber. 


"Dk ci however, mit have 
Worn off, could Mrs. Mordaunt have 
1 Z 3 found 


in-law was increaſed by a conſciouſneſs 95 
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four. d real cauſe for the contempt che ex 
preſſed towards Miſs Mordaunt : but ſhe | 
ſoon was compelled to feel for this hated 
ſiſter, a reſ pect, which her virtue inſpired, 


and a dread which her underſtanding im- 
poſed. This reſpect, this dread, convert - 


ed diſlike into hatred: She was ſenſible 
her conduct would juſtify animadverſion, 
and ſhe had no doubt but ſhe received it 
from Miſs Mordaunt—ſhe looked upon 


her as a py, and hated her accordingly. 


During Mr. Mordaunt's reſidence in 


| London, Miſs Mordaunt had vifited town 
from time to time, for the purpoſe of ſee- 
ing her brother; ſhe had very early dif- 


covered that he was unhappy, and although 
he did not complain, ſhe perceived her 


company was a relief to him, ſhe therefore 


never ſuffered twelve months to paſs with - 


out her ſpending a few weeks in lodgings 
in town, contributing by this means, all in 


her power toward his happineſs, and in- 
dulging hei ſelf in the e ſhe received 
from 
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from the company of his children; ſhe en- 
deavoured all ſhe could to counteract the 
evil they imbibed at home, and ſhe fought 
by every method to inſpire them with love 
towards herſelf—in this latter particular, 
the ſo. compleatly ſucceeded, that the poor 
girls loved nothing half ſo well as aunt 


Nelly. 


All theſe circumſtances confirmed 
Maria's | hatred; and almoſt the only a& 
of maternity ſhe ever exerciſed was, the giv- 
ing her eldeſt girl a whipping, on her ſay- 
ing, as her. mother, was putting on her 
bonnet, Now mamma looks li aunt 
n, 


Two years e Mr. Werding re 
moval into the country, Miſs Mordaunt had 


been ſeized with a diſorder which prevent- _ 


ed herſtirring from home; and having lan- 
guiſhed under very painful circumſtances. 
for eighteen months, ſhe- had at length 
been releaſed from, and rowers for her 
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A 


ſufferings. Her 'death had been a ſevere 
afflict ion to Mr. Mordaunt, and he che- 
riſhed her memory with the higheſt degree 
of tenderneſs and veneration. It was not 


therefore with Mr. Mordaunt that the ſup- 


poſed likeneſs of his new born child to 
aunt Nelly, was likely to operate to her 
diſadvantage; nor was the unreaſonable 
averſion that Mrs. Mordaunt had taken to 


the poor infant, one whit more prejudicial 


to her with her father; for when he beheld 
the inveteracy with which his wife perſiſted 


in her deteſtation to ſo excellent a creature 
as his ſiſter had been, and when he com- 
pafed the parade ſhe now made of her feel- 


ings, as a mother, with the abſolute ne- 


glect ſhe had hitherto ſhewn to her off- 


ſpring, all partiality was for the moment 
at an end, and he viewed her with a degree 


of diſipprobation, that ſeemed to pro- 
hibit the 1 ww its ever . OY 
renewed.” 


There 
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There was one point, however, even on 
this ſubject, in which Mr. and Mrs. Mor- 
daunt agreed; this was, in giving the 
name of Ellen to the poor little girl; 
Maria choſe it that ſhe might gratify her 
ſpite in calling the child aunt Nelly, and 
Mr. Mordaunt was fond of perpetuating. 
a name that had belonged to a ſiſter, whoſe 
memory (perhaps by comparing her cha- 
racter with that of his Oy wow every 
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6 Colli. 
Non ſo le doorũ dir matrigna O madre; 
Mula ſe pur madre, a lei poco piu piu, 
Che Medea ai figli e progne ſtata ſia. 


— 


T was not merely in the airy nothing of 
a name that Mrs. Mordaunt exerciſed 


her diſlike to her unhappy infant: the in- 


extinguiſhable defire that ſhe had of being 
ever the object of attention and obſerva- 
tion, made her ſeek for means to perpetu- 


ate her conſequence, when youth and 
VVV 


ARIOSTO. 


n 


** 
4 
2 
& 
fe 
* 
7 
* 
50 
= 
8 
—- 
3 
2 
11 
* 2 * 
by. 
ET, > 3 


N 


7 
vt 
0 
* 
. 


6 | 


PLAIN SENSE. : | | 33 | 


beauty (however d iſtant ſhe re at pre- 
ſent conkder that e ule be no 
more. . 
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Io be the ei obje& where ever 
ſhe appeared, had been the firſt wiſh to 
which ſhe had been conſcious, and it was 
likely to be the laſt of which ſhe would be 
ſenſible. The faſhionable furor for educa- 
tion preſented her the means ſhe ſought—- _ 
ſhe could no longer eclipſe rival beauties 
at a ball, ſhe could no longer ſtrike the 
fangs of envy into a heart-fimilar to her. 
own, by the ſupertor elegance of her head 
dreſs, or the ſplendor of her equipage; all 
her triumphs were confined within the cir- 
cle of a ſmall neighbourhood, far remote” 
from the ſcene. of all her former diftinc- 
tions, and where the inquiries of the curi- 
ous were more directed to the*domeſtic - 
ceconomy of their neighbours, than to the 
form of their clothes, or the faſhion of 
their carriages. To this neighbourhood 
the reſolved to be known as the moſt 
8 5 cducating 
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educating mother in it. Her elder daugh- 
ters were too old, and too much under the 
| wiſer care of their father, to be proper ob- 
jects on which to diſplay their abilities in 
this new road to diſtinction, but the ner 
born infant was her undiſputed property, 
and ſhe reſolved to pour all the t terrors of 
ed ucation on Poor Ellen' 8 head, 4 

5 5185 ths is deſign, fo wiſcly and ſo benevo- 
lently formed, ſhe ſucceeded ſo perfectly, 
that at the early age of twelve months, 
when other children know their mothers 
only as their ſureſt ſource of indulgence, 
Maria was become ſo compleatly an object 
of terror to her child, that ſhe ſcarce look - 
ed upon her without trembling, or appear- 
ed before her without tears: It ſeemed too, 
as if every circumſtance was to conſpire to 
render the infancy of Ellen wretched. In 
leſs than fifteen months after her birth, the 
eagerly.” deſired boy was born, and, as if 

this unnatural mother poſſeſſed but a cer- 
tain degree of UE the little tenderneſs 

55 FS, = that 
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W that the had itherto — komen 
Ellen, was all withdrawn, to be added to 
that which ſhe profuſely laviſhed on the 
boy; beſides which, Ellen was always 
wrong in every thing ſhe did, or every 
thing ſhe did not do for her brother. I 
ſhe careſſed him, ſhe would ſmother the 
child If ſhe ſtood aloof, ſhe was a little 
inſenſible, without affections, and then ſhe 
had a ſlap, or a puſh, or her play things 
were taken from her, or ſhe was ſometimes 
e 9p hy n not en fo Ray or n 5 
What. e 1 75 a7 : 
The age wof teaching now came e ori; and: > 
Mow Mordaunt was reſolved to teach; 
but the truth was, that ſhe had never 
learnt; ; her own ideas of what ſhe meant 
to convey were too indiſtinct, to enable her 
to communicate them to another; her me- 
thod was unintelligible, and her impati- 
ence extreme. Ellen could learn nothing 
—it was ſtupidity—it was obſtinacyſhe 
| 6 always foretold that ſhe had the worſt 
„ Ge. N 


j 
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diſpoſitions of human nnn 
followed puniſhment, till by a ſucceſſion 


olf ſuch teaching and ſuch correction, that 
very ſtupidity and obſtinancy were nearly 


produced which * were 1 to | 
correct. 8 | 


Mr. W was not an inattentive 
ae of all this, but he was far from 
| underſtanding the real truth of the caſe. 

' The early terror that had been im preſſed 
on the mind of Ellen, had made her ap- 

pear, even to Mr. Mordaunt, as a child of 

a flow capacity, and ſomewhat of a ſullen 


diſpoſition; he was often witneſs to what 


were repreſented to him as fits of obſti- 
nacy, and ſometimes to moments of vio 


lence; he feared Ellen might reſemble her 


mother, and thought a little correction 
might be neceſſary: with the degree and 


frequency of the puniſhment he was wholly 
unacquainted, and as it is eaſy to put a „ 


child in the wrong, Mrs. Mordaunt took 


care that Ellen ſhould always appear ſo to 
E | * "NE 


her father. But however Mr. Mordaunt 
might, for a certain time, have been perſuad- 
ed, that his wife's mode of treating his 
n was ſalutary, or neceffary, experi- 
ence. convinced him it was inefficacious, 
At ſix years old Ellen could ſcarcely read, 
and he obſerved, with inexpreſſible pain, 
a ſullen indifference to all nnn or 
reproof peyeding her: gangs © 45 


Mails: had. never been her huſband? s 
friend, for many years ſhe had ceaſed ta be 
his confidant, and the ingenuous mind of 
Mr. Mordaunt had ſuffered the ſevereſt 
mortification, when he had found it neceſ- 
ſary to ſacrifice the pleaſure of communi» 
cation to the dictates of prudehce. Since 
his reſidence in Northumberland he had 
found, however, both a friend and a confi- 
dant, to whom he opened his heart when- 
ever he was oppreſſed with diſſatisfact ion, 
or perplexed with doubt. This friend and 
this confidant was the clergyman of the 
5 _ iſh, whole benevolence had never fail- 
ed 
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ed to ſooth his ers or his Lene 


to $1196: en his undertanding. Hh 
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"P's: Mr. Thornton he HY the fears 


and grief that the character of Ellen ex- 


e in his breaſt.” BIO e 
; FEM Give . . leave to OY my wife to 
make one of our party,” ſaid Mr. Thorn- 


o 


ton, „I am miſtaken if ſhe will not ye | 


you comfort,” 


- 


PW 3 was only in the next 175 


room, ſhe obeyed her huſband's ſummons, 


ſhe fat down, and heard Mr. Mordaunt * 


diſtreſs. 


1646 Your child, my dear Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, 
6e js neither ſtupid nor ill diſpoſed; wrong 


methods have been taken with her terror 
has overwhelmed the powers of her mind, 


and deadened her affection. Convince her 
ſhe is beloved, and ſhe will be and do 


every bing you can defire,” 3] 


Son a Os 


« How 
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Ho is it poſſible, i ſaid Mr. 
Mendews ee that you ſhould have formed 
ſo contrary, and ſo much more favourable 
opinion of Ellen, than I, with all my par- 
e have , able to entertain pe 


ce She loves me, Sir, returned Mrs. - 
* hornton, and ſhe loves me, becauſe 
ſhe believes I love her: If ſhe can love one 
perſon, ſhe can love another. She 1s will- 
ing to learn of me; and only the laſt time 
I was with her, I taught her a leſſon in ten 
minutes, that ſhe told me ſhe had been the 
three preceding days in vain attempting 
to learn.— Do you, aſk other 3 . 


cc No,” cried Mr. Modding) ce but T 
have farther favors to aſk of you. You 
muſt take this poor child under your care, 
my dear Mrs, Thornton; you muſt take 
her, and make, "All you 12 ſhe Is e of 
being made,” | 


After 
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After a little more converſation, all the. 
| mn of * Plan were ſettled. 


| 
Mrs. Thornton had long Go Ellen s ſuf· 
ferings with pity, and was happy to con- 
tribute all in her power to put an end to 
them. Mrs. Mordaunt, convinced that 


Ellen would do no credit to her mode of 
education, and tired of the trouble the | 


gave her, wo conſented to iu with a 


The tage! to which Ellen was now 
removed, was ſcarcely half a mile diſtant 
from Groby Manor, and it was ſituate at 
the other end of the valley. So near a 

neighbourhood enabled Mr. Mordaunt to 
ſee his daughter every day, and he ſaw 
her every day with increaſed ſatisfaction: 
Her palid cheeks, hitherto robbed of their 
colour, by the continual waſhing of tears, 
began to be tinged with a faint red; her 
ſullen eye, formerly fixed gloomily on the 
ground, was often now raiſed timidly to the 


perſon who ſpoke to her, and ſometimes 
caſt 
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caſt forth . of intelligence and gaiety; 


if ſhe did not yet run to meet her father 
when he approached her, ſne ventured to 


preſs the hand that held her's, and ſome- 


times ſhe would reſt her head upon his 


ſhoulder, and he could perceive, as ſhe 
raiſed it, a tear tremble in her eye, which 
he could attribute only to the tenderneſs 


Mordaunt left no method untried to ſecure 

her affections, and every day now gave 

him a more e aan that he was 
not unſucceſsful... 


Ellen had ho 3 fi x 3 in hs 
new fituation, when the illneſs of Lord 
Villars called Mr. and Mrs. Mordaunt into 


_ Hampſhire, his indi] Ae was ON and 


terminated in his death. 


* Mrs. + ge very well pleaſed to 
find herſelf once again in her old world, 


caught at every poſlible reaſon for prolong- 
ing her ſtay: Her brother, now Lord Vil- 
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lars, had been married ſome years; ſhe had 
feen little of him during this period: he 
preſſed her ſo much to continue in Hamp- 
ſhire the remainder of the ſummer, that Mr. 
Mordaunt conſented ſhe ſhould do ſo; but 
he conſented upon condition that their 
three elder daughters ſhould join them 
there; he thought it deſirable to have them 
known to their neareſt connexions, and he 
was willing to give them ſuch aſſiſtances 
in ſome exterior accompliihments, as the 
diſtant ſituation of Northumberland had 
not hitherto allowed them. Ihe boy had 
never been ſeparated from his mother. 
ee e and ad 
Mr. Mordaunt's condition was joy fully 
accepted: the ſummer paſſed pleaſantly 
with them all, and when the time for re- 
pairing to London approached, Mrs. For- 
teſcue (now a widow) ſo vehemently urged 
the melancholy of returning into Northum- 
berland at that ſeaſon, and ſo kindly offer. 
ed the. whole: het e P's in: her 
Dk wor gon | houſe, | 
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houſe, that Mr. Mordaunt again conſent- 


ed to prolong his abſence from home. 


T he family k had not been ſettled more 


than a month in town, when Mrs. Forteſ- 


cue was feized with a fever, of which ſhe 
died in about a fortnight : On her death 
it was found ſhe had bequeathed to Mrs. 
Mordaunt all ſhe had in her power to dif- 
poſe of. This all conſiſted in a ſmall coun- 
try manſion, with an eſtate of about zool. 


a year about it, it was ſituated within ten 
miles of Lord Villars's houſe, in the coun- 


try, and was furniſhed and fitted up with 


all the anne of modern taſte. 0 


| Whatever tears Mrs. Morduiing might 


ſhed for the loſs of a partial, though miſ- 
taken, friend; for one, who had not only 
been her ſteady advocate through life, but 
had proved her benefaAreſs at her death, 

were ſoon dried up by the thoughts of the 


independence that friend had ſecured to 


her, and ſtill more * reflections on the 
plwGKuace 
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place where the property which gave her 
that independence was fituated. She im- 
immediately declared her intentions of 


going to Hadley Lodge directly upon leav- 


ing town; but ſhe alſo proteſted, that ſhe - 


meant not to leave London till the middle. 
of June. The houſe ſhe was at preſent in 

was to continue her's for ſix months, and 
ſhe therefore ſaw no reaſon why the event 


of Mrs. Forteſcue's death ſhould abridge _ 


the ſcheme of pleaſure that ſhe bad laid 
down for the enſuing ſpring. 


Mr. Mordaunt felt it harſh to oppoſe 
any of theſe reſolutions, ſince they were not 
(in conſequence of their new acquiſitions) 
liable to the cenſure of imprudence in a 
pecuniary light: He therefore acquieſced, 
| reſerving however to himſelf the power of 
viſiting Ellen and Northumberland; and 
this he propoſed to do when Mrs. Mor- 
. daunt and her family removed to Hadley 
. . 


In 


iin e . : @- 


In the execution of this plan he was, 
however, prevented. The death of a diſ- 
tant relation, who had for many years ; 
ſided in the Weſt Indies, made it neceſſary 
he ſhould himſelf croſs the Atlantic : pro- 
perty of ſome value had devolved to him, 
but the ſucceſſion of it was diſputed, and 
it was attended with ſome circumſtances 
that made it neceſſary, if he meant to pro- 
ſecute his claim to it, to viſit the land 
where it lay. 


Ele would willingly have perſuaded Mrs. 
Mordaunt to haie returned into Northum- 
berland, there to have remained during his 
abſence: but to perſuade her was impoſſi- 
ble, and to compel her to a meaſure ſo 
diſagreeable to herſelf, on the eve of a ſe- 
paration that might be for a conſiderable 
length of time, was what the ſoſtneſs of 
Mr. Mordaunt's feelings would not per- 
mit; it was therefore agreed that ſhe ſhould 
reſide at her own houſe while he was ab- 
ſent, and he flattered himſelf that the 

neigbourhood 
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e of her wt might. be 


ſome reſtraint upon her indiſcretion, and 


afford protection and counſel to his girls, | 
if any circumſtance could ariſe, during his 
| abſence, i in which they wanted either. 


— 


The time was tha in which be was to 
arrange all this; he recommended his fa 


mily t to Lord Villars, and failed for SN : 


By ooforcizen circumflances and. una- 
voidable delays, his abſence was prolong- 
ed to. the beginning of the fifth year, and 


he returned ſomething poorer than he {at 
out. 2 


Immediately on his arrival in England 


Mr. Mordaunt haſtened to Hadley Lodge, 
but no comfort awaited him there He 
found bis eldeſt daughter married to a 


man of libertine character and diſſipated for- 


tune, whoſe recommendation in the eyes of 


Mrs. Mordaunt had been bis faſhionable 


manners, 
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manners, and his connexions wich people 


T he. 3 now, ten years old. bad s conti- 
nued, in ſpice of Mr. Mordaunt's repeated 
injunctions to the contrary, in his mother's, 


houſe, where he had remained ignorant 


of every thing he ought to have learnt, 


and became acquainted with almoſt every 
thing he ought not tO have known, Th 


Ms. Moidaunt herſelf was embarraff- 
ed with debts, and of the Independence, 


of which ſhe had made ſo ill a a uſe, k but 


little remained. 


N Fd 


MI. Mardud nt da fartchy orbeas re- 
proaching Lord Villars for the little atten - 
tion he appeared to have given to his ſiſter 
and her children; but when he conſidered 

that he had himſelf the cares of a large fa- 


mily upon him, and a numerous train 1 
half brothers and fiſters, whole intereſt he 


vas compelled to attend to, and reflected 
pon his char acter 5 in which ſelfiſhneſs was 
„ the 
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the 2 e, he i it 
beſt to forbear reproaches, which would 
now be made in vain, and which might 
tend to interrupt the friendly intercourſe 
there had hitherto ſubſiſted between him- 
ſelf and Lord Villars. In reproaches to 
| himſelf, however, he was not ſparing, he 
felt too bitterly, the conſequences of his 
ill choice in a wife, not to call himſelf ſe- 
verely to an account for having ſuffered - 
his eyes to miſlead his judgment. | 26 


Northumberland was again the reſource, 
and as Mrs. Mordaunt had now no power 
to remain in Hampſhire without the per- 
miſſion of her huſband, ſhe knew it was in 


ö vain to oppoſe her wiſhes to his, ſhe there- 

| fore prepared, however reluctantly, for the 

| departure, but the delays which ſhe artfully 

| threw 1n the way, having exhauſted Mr. 5 
; | Mordaunt's patience, he left her to follow bo 
1 bim at her leiſure, and ſet out for Nor- 9 
1 | thumberland, accompanied only by the ſe- * 
18 cond fon of Lord * a youth of fifteen. 1 
[ char. 
1 i 
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May this great truth by all be underſtood, 
hat all the pious duties which we owe, 
The ſeeds of every virtue here belt,, 
ine alone and ee 
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ordaunt approached Groby- 


anor, his impatience to behold the | 
effects that more than five years muſt 
Vvrought in Ellen, became extreme. 
He was ſometimes willing to hope that 
having been removed from Mrs. | 
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daunt's -baneful influence, ſhe might com- 


penſate to him for all the other domeſtic 
diſappointments that influence had produc- 


ed ; at others, the remembrance of thoſe 


faults, which he had been accuſtomed to 


call natural to her diſpoſition, recurred to 
his mind, and overclouded it with the diſ- 


piriting fear that no difference of treatment 
could have been powerful enough to correct 
them; yet Mrs. Thornton, though ſhe had 


ſaid nothing of her mental abilities, had ſpo- 


ken much of her docility. If I find her, 
faid Mr. Mordaunt to himſelf, gentle and 
affectionate, I will compound for a mode- 
rate capacity, and give up willingly all pre- 
renſions to talents or eee. 


1 Theſe thoughts occupied him ſo much, 


that not all the comicality and ſprightly | 
underſtanding. of his companion could al- 
ways awake him from his reverie; and 


Henry, who had as much feeling as gaiety, 


impoſed filence upon himſelf; that he 700 
not prove troubleſome to his unele. 


0 Mr. x 


* 
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Mr. Mordaunt reſted not a moment at 
Groks Manor, but with a long ſtep, and 
haſty movement, that made Henry laugh, 
proceeded down the valley to the parſon- 

age. © i l $010 i 


As he approached the houſe he heard the 
ſound of a fiddle, and immediately after ſaw 
aſſembled on the green, before: the door, 
ten or twelve girls of - different ages, who 
were dancing gaily to the muſic. Mr. Mor- 
-daunt ſtopped ſhort—he ſought, if poſlible, - 
to diſcover Ellen before ſhe was pointed 
out to him; and Henry ruſhed forward 
1555 he might join in he amuſemeat. 


46 Might that be her, ſaid Mr. Mor- 
ane might that ſprightly, good-hu- 
moured looking blooming girl be rr my | 
: wiſhes would be more than anſwered.” Ti 

His wiſhes we were e more chas Wine jg 
was Ellen herſelf. The muſic ceaſed, the 
: 0 grou Pp was in confuſion, and the next 
10000". D's a 


„ And are you my couſin, 0 fſaid 
Ellen, with one arm round her father's 
neck, and the other hand held out to Hen- 
ry, O, I did not know: nen to e 
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52 
ae emotion that FF | 


ed 11 , Was in the a arms of Her ben Has 


604 1 iy dear child, my inten Ellen, en 
I ever part with you again ? A 


Ves, yes, this very jnoment, my dear 
uncle,“ cried Henry, what am I not to 
have a dozen kiſſes at leaſt of my couſin ?” 


wow 


* tr 


been ſo * py 


* 


The cached Krtle wenden now over, 
but the delight remained, and Henry hav- 
ing taken ſomething more than his dozen 


kiſſes, ran away with Ellen to join her 
nene and recommence gh N 


8 * 2 r 2 379 
3 TT L wit WA 33.23 {33 [93S OE 4 


6 OY never told me, „aid Nr. Nor- 


5 eng to Mr. mann, i * the good - hu- 


mour 
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mour and intelligence that beams in Ellen's. 
countenance, nor of the lightneſs of her. 
movements, the delicacy of her limbs; and 
. _ on me re 

5 Elen is 0 a beg, ae Mes. 
Thornton ſailing. - 


T2 


+20 « She is 10 hide geahnt eyes, returned 


Mr. b be Bush 66 and will "OF ſo in thoſe 1 50 


e But you "wor aſk what I have at- 
tempted to teach her ; you do not inquire 
whether ſhe was incapable of learning.” - 


es I am almoſt indifferent what ſhe has 
learnt ; with the diſpoſitions that I ſee ſne 
| r e ſhe Seal e my n wiſhes.“ 


cc But Ellen bis not only diſpoſitions,” 
ſaid Mr. Thornton, “ ſhe has powers—ſhe 
is an excellent arithmetician, ſhe is a good 
ene ſhe is miſtreſs of all the rules of 
7 D 3 drawing, 
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drawing, ſhewrites and: ſpeaks/French well, 


and _w a very e Fw e oÞ 


Latin.” ba 
0 : * 1 % 4 ; 15 
* . o * * ** . * . 
„* * o I” 5 F is * * 


* . 


6 To which let me add, ” ſaid Mrs. 


Thornton, „that ſhe is miſtreſs of her 
needle, underſtands muſic tolerably, Plays 
at cheſs, and dances, walks, and plays at 


2 


Nb to are 


7 


&« Impoſſible!” ſaid Mr. Mordauns «you 


fatter me.” | 


"© 


Nothing can be more true, and yet 


Ellen is no prodigy; ſhe is what every girl 


of common ſenſe and common application: | 


may be at her _ 


<<" But how did you conquer her obſti- 
nacy, how did you ſubdue her violence?“ 


I neither found her obſtinate or violent. 
I did not propoſe to her to do any thing but 
What ſhe ſaw my own daughter, ſomething 

younger 
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younger than herſelf do. Each Aly: has its 


allotted buſineſs, and its allotted pleaſure. 
The ſloweſt capacity could comprehend, 


that the more hours were conſumed in bu- 
ſineſs, the fewer there would be for plea- 
ſure. It is only neceſſary to lay down the 


premiſes, aud abide by them, the concluſion 
every child can draw for itſelf. If that con- 
cluſion is as infallible as it is unpleaſant, in 


a little time it will be carefully avoided. 
To the reaſon of its inſtructors a child will 


not perhaps readily ſubmit, it is againſt 
reaſon that it ſhould; but to the reaſon of 
facts children will always ee e it 


18 made alen to ons” F Es hos 


.; 6. e hs be 40 WP to give the - beſt 


| poſſible —— toa gs FE 


| « ] tan not ay th that mine. is et belt RY | 


ſible education, nor is it ſo eaſy as it ap- 


pears; to guard againſt the faults of the = 


child is not half the buſineſs ; the weakneſs 


of the tutor is much more inimical to the 
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ſucceſs of his efforts to be unyielding i in 


matters (ſimply conſidered) of little im- 


port; to bear a cold countenance with a 


warm heart, to be inſenſible to the blan- 
diſhments of childhood, where the good 
of the future man requires it, are not eaſy 
taſks to a feeling and affectionate mind, and 


no other is fitted for the taſk of education. 


Then will not the tutor have to combat 


with his own indolence, his own uneven- 


neſs of diſpoſition, his caprice and his par- 


tialities? No, the taſk of education is not 


eaſy, but it is the greateſt in which man or 


woman can be engaged, and ought there- 


fore to be attended to by all who undertake 
it, with every energy of the mind. What 
I have chiefly wiſhed to avoid was the do- 


ing too much not to do miſchief, and to let 
the cauſes that produce good have their full 


operation, are two material points. I was 
aware that the greateſt difficulty in this im- 
portant matter aroſe from the weakneſſes 
of the inſtructors, and the indiſcreet inter- 


ference of others. Mr. Thornton and I 


8 
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are abſofats: here; a are perfectly PRO 
though ſometimes at the expence of a heart 
ach.” Hence Ellen and Mary have learnt 
to conſider our law as immutable as the de- 
crees' of fate, and to accommodate them- 
ſelves to them, as they would do to any 
phyſical neceſſity. Conſtant application 
has made the taſk of learning eaſy, and 

| where ſomething new, however little, is 
acquired every day, the ſum total at the end 
on five n wo be gr rn. 
& "Wav 45 you ene aockinis 1 to ritual 
diſpoſition, and to the. natural Ou wy 
the mind?“ 11 4710 it „55 
ce. Oh, yes,'a FT deal : b b ac- 
—— that Ellen has met my cares 
more than half way; ; the has a very good 
but not an uncommon capacity; her quick- 
neſs of apprehenſ ſion, however, is ſomething 
more than common; ſhe has a warm heart 
anda generous'mind—T have been able to 
e her with the touch of a finger, had 


# 
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| ſhe had duller feelings, I muſt have > put 


* whole N to enk, 7 


* 50 method of it SER not : 


| a calculated to produce the immediate 


end, that of communicating the thing to 
be taught, but alſo to give an anticipated 
experience of life. Will thoſe not be learnt 
by it, that yielding to the neceſſity of 


things which is the beſt ſecret for happi - 


neſs, and which enables us to repreſs uſe- 


leſs repinings, and when we cannot be 


happy one to be happy ee MY 


* oy It i is WER I 1270 i it, 5 ee . 
ſome ſuch end all the teachings in the world 
are only calculated to deſtroy the pleaſures 


of childhood, without having any tendency 
to promote the virt 9e or the happineſs of 
the man. I know not what may be El- 


len's deſtiny, but I think I can dare to fore- 


tel, that if her preſent habits are allowed 
to ſtrengthen, and. her preſent princi iples to 


take root, ſhe will e in any circum- 
een, 
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ſtance, be the victim of ungoverned e 
or mile een, to a ſelfiſh me 

iu Bus i is . not Gi i e 
guarding her from a too great influence of 
the feelings, chat ſhe ſhould become leſs 
amiable a the want of dam ee e 


9 


221458 1 35 not da 145 Gd fetingy/I 
guard her from ſelfiſhneſs ; for others ſhe 
will feel acutely, for herſelf moderately ; 
and where ſelf is out of the: queſtion, there 
is no fear but that reaſon will always be 
near enough to ward off any anten from 
too e a ee 1 


* 


1 What is the 3 1 af her 
mind? What: is ĩt that . is nee 
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22 Ellen knows n no extremes. 9 0 


0 Except,” en 25 Mr. T 1 , 
9 « the . og wenne 8 
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Were I to have made the exception,” 


| fad Mrs. Thornton, Fe it would have been 


that of diſintereſted neſs : But let us recol- 
lect that we are ſpeaking of a girl of twelve 


yeats old, ſhe is yet really nothing; all the 


intimations that ſhe gives of character are 
favorable; but, alas! how ſix years of weak 


indulgence, or cold neglect, may make 


the hne nightcen differ from the Ein 
of twelve.“ ) CCC 
Ne een ee ee 

* She has neither che one or the ad to 
Foe ſaid Mr. Mordaunt n. + if en 


will continue your cares.” 


cc 11 1 will! leone? 


. ; 


12 ee . Mr: Mor- 


lng cc will then be ſuch as can never be 


diſcharged. And“ 6 


60 Talk not of obligations, aaa Mr. : 


Thornton, © be aſſured they are reciprocal, 
and if you truſt your Ellen with us another 


5 ſix 
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ſix years, they will all be on our ſide; hi- 
therto ſhe has only acquired the means of 
ſelf improvement, from this time every day 


will add ſomething to her real improvement 


of the mind,” and the formation of the 


heart: And do you not think that thoſe | 
who are to accompany the traveller in ſo 


: flowery a way, will be more than repaid 

| wg the ba * ny eng wh 45 EY 
E Seelen was ere interrupted 
by the breaking up of the ball, and Ellen 


ſideling towards her father, found herſelf: a 


feat 1 055 e of his wr 


* - * * * 
9 5 : * 1 * : :, 
#1 . * 
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"Meh is not to he doubted” that from this 
evening Mr. Mordaunt ſpent many of his 
hours at the parſonage Henry ſpent fall 
more—With' Ellen he ſtudied, and- with 
Ellen he idled ; ; ſhe was the better ſcholar | 
of the two, ana would laugh at the care- 
leſs manner in which he had been tau ght, 
would ſeoff at his want of application, and 
; pique him to N exertion by her ridi- 
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ne; | When books gave way to 1 
they walked, danced, or played at ſhuttle- 
cock together, or Henry would aſſiſt Ellen 
and Mary in the labours of their garden, 
or they would compel him to liſten to ſome 
of their botanical diſcuſſions, Botany being 
a new ſtudy which Mr. Thornton had juſt 
given them. But as to cheſs, which equally 
excluded converſation and locomotion, 
Henry had never patience to hear it men- 
tioned; for muſic he had little more tolera- 
tion, except Ellen would ſing a . 0 
play a country Aang. 


1 Six weeks were e thus paſſed away, and 
Mrs. Mordaunt had not yet fulfilled her 
promiſe of following her huſband, he there- 
fore thought it moſt prudent. to return into 
Hampſhire, and not to quit it till he 
brought her away with him. Henry's va- 
cation was more than expired, he muſt de- 
part with his uncle; and Ellen declared, 
with as much naiveté as truth, that ſhe: 


ben not which Hes was s ma ſorry, to part 
With 
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with—She bade them farewel with a degree 
of pain ſhe never before remembered to 
have felt. But ſhe had no leifure for arti- 
ficial grief, it was rather the recollections 
that were forced upon her, than any ſhe 
indulged in, that ſaddened for ſome days 
after their departure both her leſſons and 
her amuſements; but a much more ſerious 
grief awaited her. 
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5 Oh, mother . no Chak 


SAVAGE. 


LLEN retained only an indiſtin& idea 
of the ſeverity and ill- will of her mo- 
ther towards her during her infancy, all re- 
membrance of it had been, by the cares of 
Mrs. Thornton, as much obliterated as 
poſſible : thus, though ſhe did not look for- 
ward to the arrival of Mrs. Mordaunt with 
the ſame delight and defire that ſhe had felt 
when ſhe expected her father, ſhe never- 
theleſs thought of it with pleaſure, and the 
expectation of ſeeing her ſiſters filled her 
with hopes ſtill more ſatisfactory to ber 
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The firſt evening ſpent in their company : 
nn this —_ " and Wer ee 5 
The ee eee on 1 0 ebght of hes 
mother had been to fly into her arms, but 
| ſhe had ſtopped ſhort, checked by the fri- 
gidity of her air, and the ſcowling diſcon- 
tent of her brow; ſhe waited for invitation, 
but ſhe received it not, and ſhe ſtood filent 
and depreſſed with her eyes caſt upon the 
ground, unconſcious what could have been 
her fault, yet Oe" _ ps th: have | 
commfltantny . 8 


ditt 4 


. „ Maria,” dad M Mordau 5 , Ellen 
long eine Fwy” > +26 222 0s. x 0 
. There, © child, as 40 dra dy Ki: 
good, f bar you. aged to ne the naughtieſt 
little brat I was ever acquainted with; many 
are the twigs of birch. e worn out in Eg 
aan tires P 
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Tears ſtarted into poor Ellen's eyes, he 
had nothing to ſay, nor did- ſhe know. clear- 
ly at that moment what ſhe thought ; but 
Bug n that the wiſts herſelf ne 


| e alters "WD no i- wil 3 hai 
but ſhe was not an object of any intereſt in 
their eyes; vitiated by their mother's pre- 
cepts and example, they conſidered the 


having quitted the South of England, as 


having quitted every thing that was deſire 


able in life, as the forfeiture: of all their 


hopes of eſtabliſhment in the world, and 


indeed as the conſummation of misfortune. 


Their journey, therefore, had been ſpent in 


tears and regret. Groby M b 


to them as a priſon, in which, for the fu- 
ture, their only happineſs muſt ariſe from 


enumerating delights that were gone for 


ever, and in talking of perſons who were to 
be ſeen no more. To all of which Ellen 


could ſpeak they were perfectly indifferent; 


they were too indolent to enter into her 


exerciſes, and too ignorant to care about 


( 


, , . Yom, A Co aw + nd Mob dd ._ - 
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Ellen ſenſibly felt her diſappointment, a 5 


3 an e n pi con- 


2 wee added HR and diſap- 


probation to her coldneſs, and though it was 


no longer in her power to puniſh, or to con- 


troul her, it was more than, ſufficiently ſo 
to mortify and to thwart; her. There was 
no opportunity that occurred of dying ei: 
ther that ſhe ever ſuffered, to ao her 
diſlike to Ellen was, indeed, little, if al all, : 
ſhort of batred: ſhe could not conceal rom : 


herſelf how falſe had heen, the 


which in her _ morn ſhe ba ugh * 
| temper, rat now n both to 


be indubitably excellent, and Mrs. Mor- 


daunt was fully aware of the concluſion 


that muſt he drawn by every body, that if 
ſuch ſoil had not from the firſt produeed 
fruit, it muſt have been wholly owing to 


the unſkilfulnefs of the cultivator, ſne 
therefore conſidered Ellen's merits and ac 
quirements EY 
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quirements as repfburhbe to berlelf, and as 


a moſt: ſevere moxtification to her varity 5 


and as ſhe could not, with all her deprecia- 
tion of them, leſſen their real value, ſhe 
hated Ellen as the*eauſe « of Hor" waa and 
ere ee ere ee UOTE eee 
1 e e e 01 eee en 
mY was more 1 27 the ell asien wf_ 
7 railing at Elten, than from any fixed deſign, 


that Mrs. Mordaunt communicated her 
prejudices to the hearts of her daughters; + 


' theſe prejudices were aided by the diſc overy 


that they ſoon made, that Ellen, though fo 1 


far ſhort of them in years, was their ſuj pe- 
rior in every kind of uſeful knowledge; 
they found ſhe every day grew into more 
conſideration, and the juſt preference that 


Mr. Mordaunt gave her in his affections, 
though they did not by any effort towards 
imitating her excellencies endeavour to leſ. 


ſen, filled them with the moſt rancorous 


jealouſy: they ſhrunk from all Ellen's play 


ful and affectionate attempts toward being 
upon a familiar footing with them, and 
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ſhe was too painfully convino 


was to look for n > friendſhip 6 Sore! her 


; alter. 


D {& 8 * o * - = 2 
; 83 . 3 N 3 22 
22 2 9 „ 31 1 N 7 "by * 2 5 A . * N - ! 7 2 : x SS 


* Mr. e 8 W to | eftablih 


armes and mutual love among the indi- 
amily were in vain; it ſoon 
became to be conſidered as compoſed of 
two parties, of which Mrs. Mordaunt and 
her two elder daughters formed one, and 
Mr. Mordaunt and Ellen the other; the 


viduals of his 


boy he had reſolutely divided from his mo- 
ther, and placed under the care of a fi 


* * - 
9 2 2 7 1 5 £ ; 4 : Ln 2 I ' * 13 1 | by - * 8 ; Th 1 3 * ig? * 6-5 
- I 7+ 1 i 2 4 3 > — 1 "4 


D noe IRA be to Mrs. Thotteeh, with 


ſighlof the bitrereft ſeFf-reproach, « if Tam 
to do juſtice to the underſtandings of my 
children, or to preſerve their hearts from 
ſelfiſhneſs and vanity, it muſt be by remov- 
ing them from the influen 


end 
of his own, from whoſe aſſiduity he hoped 
he might derive advantages that might, in 
ſome meaſure, make up for en. that 55 
Ini born” MOI Kol DUE nns 
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ce: 0 a woman 


hom once imagined poſſi of ſy 
virtue that adorns humanity.” 2 


cc Ah, my 4 friend, ”” ſaid 4 T ks. 


ton; «your miſtake. is not an uncommon 


one, the faſcination of beauty always has 


prevailed, always will prevail. We can 


only render it harmleſs, by giving to our 
females ſuch educations as will place all the 
uſeful energies of the underſtanding, and 
all the virtuous propenſities of the heart, in 
oy conjunction with perſonal charms. If this 


can be done, the whale of. n Kid | 


| n benefit.“ ite ain ig! 
5 4 ; Fg . 


Wan . Fe toric 


of affection and pleaſure which ſhe had 
hoped for from her own family, applied 


herſelf cloſer than ever to her leſſonz, and 


in the kindneſs of Mr. and Mrs. Thornton, 
with the friendſhip of their daughter, ſhe 
found no inade: uate compenſation for the 
| contrary. ſentiments that ants * boſoms 
of der and lter, 14 ert 


Tube 
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The following ſummer again brought 
Henry into Northumberland —he and El- 
len met with mutual delight, and this de- 
light e with 4 hour. INE run 
ne | 


11 . hed 3 a ee en 
playfellow of Ellen, when firſt they:knew 

each other, he now became her friend 
Ellen had already ſorrows-to diſburthen 
The invincible ſilence and apparent un 
conſciouſneſs of both Mr. and Mrs. Thorn- 
ton, as to the conduct of her mother and 
ſiſters towards her, left Ellen at a 16ſs to 
know whether it was perceived by them or 

| nol but ſuch reſerve on their part made it 
| bear the propriety of her continuing equal: 
| ly filent, and ſeemingly unconſcious, from 
E a feeling of delicacy, n was not more 
communicative to N rien 20 21 2015 
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8 nd quick ſenſe had inſtantly re- 
vealed to him the unkindneſs of his aunt 
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and couſins, * the warmth of his heart 


and temper led him to ſpeak of it to Ellen 
in terms of honeſt indignation. Ellen was 
not angry, but ſhe was grieved—ſhe la- 
mented her own inability to conciliate the 
atffections of thoſe by whom ſhe moſt wiſn- 
ed to be beloyed; and to love; and Henry 
being made ſtill more angry by ſeeing her 
grief, declared them, in expreſs terms, to 
1 mn of her ſolicitude and meg 
* s ID fs: Ellen was an i ö 
ditional motive to her mother's hatred, and 
her ſiſters jealouſy.” Mrs. Mordaunt had 
hitherto boaſted of her nephew as the or- 
nament and pride of her own family, and 
ſhe. could not but look upon it as a degra- 
dation to the dignity of that family, to ſee 
him give the moſt unequivocal manifeſta- 
tions of preferable attachment to that child 
of her's, whoſe birth, ſhe ſcrupled not to 
declare, ſhe tent as her gere mis- 


mme. 121 
kleuy 


archneſs, who ſo far from concealing his 
partiality in compliment to bis aunt, that 
he took every opportunity of diſplaying it 
before her, and of magnifying the merits 


and acquirements of Ellen, beyond all 


other merits and acquirements. He need- 
ed not this method for the confirmation of 
a paſſion that had taken 2285 root in his 
heart, „„ 


Vol. Is 5 . - CHAP. 
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Henry, with ſomething of a malicious 
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| Mn ous He ſays he i my e deal 

4 J do think ſo too; for never gazed the moon 

« Upon the water, as he will ſtand, and read, 
« As 'twere, my ee Ne suak Es EA. 


en vacation, while Henry con- 

tinued at ſchool, and many days 
that were not vacation, when by his re- 
moval to college he became m-re his own 
_ maſter, were ſpent by him, upon ſome 
pretence or other, at Groby Manor; each 
time he ſaw Ellen his attachment increiſed, 

for cach time ſhe appeared more amiable 
and e in his eyes. a 


perhaps the old en proof of 
a good education is, that the progrels of 
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time is thi by the progreſs of improve- 


ment in the pupil: Ellen gave this proof of 


the goodneſs of her education; every ſix 
months ſhe had made ſome acquiſition in 
knowledge, or gave ſome proof that her 


_ reaſon ſtrengthened, and that her paſſions 
were more under controul; good babits 
were converted into viitues, and warm af> 


fections ripened into baten 1 6001 


Thoſe who beſtow the name ** SG 
tion on a deſultory form of inſtruction, of- 
ten ſuſpended through idleneſs, or broke 


in upon by frivolous and pernicious amuſe- 


ments, whoſe efforts, weak as they are, are 

directed wholly to filling the head, rather 
than to forming the heart, or cultivating 
the reaſon, cannot gueſs, and will not be 
made to believe, how much uſeful know- 
| ledge, how much vigour of mind, how 


much ſtrength of principle, may be pro- 
duced by eleven years of wiſely directed 


and unremitted attention to thoſe objects. 
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Elen at ſeventeen, with al the gaiety | 
that belongs to that age, poſſeſſed great 
acuteneſs of diſcernment, much power of 
reaſon, an invincible integrity, and a com- 
mand over her paſſions, which is not often 
met with in the moſt advanced years. Her 
mind was ſtored with uſeful and ornamen- 
ral learning, her perſon was light and agile, 
ſhe had the prettieſt hands and feet in the 
world, her countenance was frank and in- 
telligent, and her complexion clear and 
blooming: No one w-wuld have fallen in 
Jove with Ellen for her beauty, bur. being 
in love with her, every one muſt have 
thought her beautiful. 


Henry cou'd now fit whole hours with 
her at cheſs, or hanging over the back of 
her chai: ; any ſ und that ſhe drew from 
her harpfichord had power to rivet him to 
the ſpot. Ellen could remark on the dif- 
ference of his taſte now and in former 
times, but ſhe was not conſcious of the 
change that had taken place in the natute 
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of bis attachment ;—her's towards. him, 
was lively and animated, as it had always 

been, but being accuſtomed to love him 
only as her couſin, ſhe thought ſhe loved 
him as her couſin ſtill, 


— however, now twenty, was no 
ſtranger to the nature of the paſſion which 5 
wholly occupied his mind; and being chal- 
lenged upon it by his uncle, frankly de- 
clared that his hope and deſign were to gain 
the heart of Ellen, and that, having gained 
it, no earthly conſideration ſhould- make | 
him forego the poſſeſſion of her perſon. | 


x «But your father "i 


My father has no claims upon me but 
thoſe of nature: I am no eldeſt ſon, thank 
Heaven. To me cannot be pleaded either 
the pride or the avarice of my family. I 
am deſtined to work out my ſupport, and 
by that deſtiny my*Hependence 1 is ſecured. 
on. my uncle, give me leave to try to gain 
Eq © 
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the affections of Ellen—do you ratify the 
gift, and my father neither ns or can have 
any en to our union.“ | 


8 5 is at leaſt PS conſult him before 
you attempt to gain a heart, which, even if 
gained, ought not, without his concur- 
rence, and, e myſelf, would not re· 
main yours.“ | TG 


oh thought Henry, if I were once aſſur- 
ed of Ellen's heart, the way would by eaſy. 
* Will you, Sir, explain my hopes and 
my withes to my father? You knew 1 have 
never attempted concealment, I have always 
thought I had a right, as one born to inde- 
pendence, the independence that induſtry 
gives, to indulge in a love which has poſſeſſ- 
ed my heart from the firſt weeks of my 
knowledge of Ellen, and which will never 
5 from it but with my lateft Tgh. ww 


1 1 love your „ kde, and 1 love your 


_ ardour; but I * rel you, you are miſ- 
„„ e taken 
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taken in you idea of independence. · What 


are you, what can you be for many years to 


come, unſupported by your father? It is 


for him to ſay how you ſhall exert your in- 
duſtry, what aſſiſtances he will give to it, 


and what returns he may expect from the- 
ſucceſs of it, before you can conſider your- 


ſelf as being, or pretend to act as, an inde- 
pendent G 


5 


« But you, Sir, 4 Gi We lowering 


his tone, but ou Sir, could be favorable 
to ET wiſhes.” 5 - 


«© T ſhall be, I muſt be ruled ws your fax 


ther; all I can give Ellen will be little; 
and I ſhall never conſent to her becoming 
the wife of wy" man e the conſent of 
his Arne 


Aren 8 1 ſeemed to totter to the 
foundation. What would you have me 
to do, Sir! mM md 478 faintly : 2; 50 4 will put 

| 72 4 1 . 
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myſelf under your direction, I wiſh to con- 


ſider you as my father.“ 


0 What 1 reguire Gama you | is, to quit | 
Groby Manor : I would guard Ellen from 


all unneceſſary pain, and therefore, if you 


are not to be united, I would ſpare her the 


pang of a diſappointed hope —at preſent, 


with all your inſinuating qualities, young 


man, I believe her heart is free.” - 


«© This is what you require of me,” faid | 


Henry e cc what: is it that you 
5 e 8 


— £ 
— 


o 


(PR, That vou open your mind fully to 


your father, and that 1 act ane as 


he (hall direct. 55 


725 And 3 he forbids me to think 15 
more: Ba SED. do IO; Gl I can mT | 


« Indeed 1 do, b becauſe you ae, # 


cc And 


to 


i wh 
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i” * And could you, Sir, at my age?” | 


« Aſk me no gveſt ons if MER hope for 
my. intereſt, you muſt * what I rey ; 
and adviſe.” 


cc With "TY a . wha is it 1 th: 
not do? 1 will be gone this very evening, 
nay, within this hour, if I were to ſee Ellen 


again, who knows but I might whiſper a. 


ſecret in her ear that might make her 21 
unintereſted i in the ſucceſs of | thy Jourhey-” 


" Go, and 1 my good ies go with- you 
— if you can add perſeverance to your ac- 
tivity, you may in time have the indepen- 
dence you talk of, and I may have the N 
| ſure to receive you as my ſon.” “ 


Henry preſſed his uncle 8 bad between 
both his in ſpeechleſs agitation, and ran off 
to conceal his falling tears. 


Henry 8 journey was foods; and not 
NN unſucceſsful. Marriage, according 
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to the decißos of Lord Villars, was eo be 
put wholly out of the queſtion for ſome 


* 
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years; but Henry was allowed, upon theſe 
terms, to endeavour to attach Ellen to 
himſelf; and Lord Villars promiſed, that 


when his fon could prove to him that he 


was maſter of the annual ſum of five hun- 


ared pounds, as the fruits of his own in- 


. duſtry, that he ſhould then be allowed to 
make her his wife. His profeſſion was to 


be the law; three hundred pounds a year 


Lord Villars propoſed to allow him, and 
he engaged to continue this ſum till Henry 


by his own efforts made the five hundred 


Pounds per annum t. 


Henry already thought bimſelf the nl. 
band of Ellen, but Lord Villars's views 
were very different: by removing the poſ- 


fibilicy of a connexion, which it was not 


his deſire ſhould ever take place, to ſo diſ- 
tant and uncertain a period, he depended 


upon the viciſſitude of human events, and 


dhe inſtability of human affections; he 


Knew 0 


G . . 


3 ks rn 
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knew much better than Henry, how long 
it muſt of neceſſity be before he could per- 
form his part of the engagement, and in the 
lapſe of fo many years he made ſure of his 
calculation, that either the power to do ſo, 
or the will, would be loſt. He might, in- 
deed, have refuſed his conſent altogether, 
but he had many reaſons for not doing this. 
Although ſteady and unbending, as to the 
end he had in view, the means he always 
choſe ſhould be the gentleſt poſſible. Ex- 
perience had long confirmed him in the 
policy of ſuch proceedings; if they ſuc- - 
ceeded at all, their ſucceſs was more com- 
| pleat than any which violence could pro- 
_ duce, and if violence muſt be refoned to, 
it ever operated with double force for hav- 
ing been for ſome time withheld. In this 
cafe he particularly attended to the charac- 
ter of Henry, the energy of whoſe mind he 
knew would be up in arms againſt 9 % 
injuſtice or manifeſt upreaſonableneſs. 
ſuited neither his family views, or his inte- 
teſt, to be at variance wth. a ' fon, whole 
E 3 | Tupetionily 
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ſaperiority of charter he was wen to 
make the inſtrument of family aggrandize- 
ment: he was not inattentive either to the 
advantage to be derived in curbing the paſ- 


ſions and indiſcretions of a young man, or of 


the ſpur that might be given to his induſtry, 
by the bait of a promiſed marriage with the 
woman of his choice, as a reward for his vir- 
tue and his exertions. But in thus holding 
forth the ſugar-plum for good behaviour, 
he by no means yielded the power of the 
rod, which was ſtill to be exerciſed, if af- 
ter circumſtances made it neceflary; 


Henry comprehended nothing of all this 
— he relied equally on the good faith of his 
father, and his own conſtancy, and thank- 
ing Lord Villars for his indulgence with 
the moſt enraptured gratitude, meaſured 
back his 50 to Northumberland. 


z* Ne. Mordaunt thought Tan Villars's 
deciſion both wiſe and kind, and moſt wil- 

- lingly gave Henry permiſſion to gain the 
heart of n if he could. 
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Taka er of Henry Mr. Mordawas 5 
ö fo the ſeeds of all thoſe qualities that hne 
could wiſh for in a huſband. for his daugh- 2 


ter; but, had he then been independent, 
and his wiſhes ſanctioned. by the approba- 


tion of Lord Villars, Mr. Mordaunt would 


not willingly have truſted, at the early 
and tempeſtuous age of twenty, the bappi- 


neſs of Ellen to his care. His diſpoſition | 
was too ardent, and his taſte for pleaſure too 


eager, to have given a reaſonable hope, that 
having thus early attained the ſummit. of 
bis wiſhes, the reſt of his life would have 


been regulated by the dictates of reaſon, or - 
even that the object which had been ſo 
eaſily obtained, however now highly priz- 
ed, would have been able to have maintain- 
ed its value in his eſtimation; but in the 


_ diſcipline of a ſeven or eight years ſtudy of 


the law, with Ellen for his reward, Mr. Mor- 


daunt faw a courſe of education for Henry, 


that would, he doubted not, give ſtability 
to all his virtues, and train him to that 
Hanes of minds e rectitude of 8 | 


which 
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which would ſecure both her happineſs and 
His on. | > 1 5 
All theſe arrangements were received by 
Mrs. Mordaunt with a ſullen diſcontent; ; 
the ſmiled ſcornfully at the idea of an en- 
gagement between a boy and a girl, the ac 
compliſhment of Which was not to take 
| - place until ſo diſtant a period of time; and 
ſhe exprefſed a wonder that her brother 
would ever conſent to ſo foolith a contra; 
however, as the completion of it opened no 
views of ſplendor or greatneſs to Ellen, ſhe 
took no trouble to oppoſe it, and contented | 
herſelf with Fein chat ic would _ F 
end um. e 


* 


Ellen, Sa the kmplic icity of her life, and 
2 occupation of her time, had per- 
haps thought leſs of love and matrimony 
than any girl of her age, but Henry was not 
the leſs dear to her for this. It is true, he 
made neither her ſleeping or her waking 
can, ſhe N each * and un- 
1 ee diſturbed, 
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diſturbed,” and the aroſe each morning pay 


and active; the day was not more tedious = 


when Henry was away, but it was infinitely 
more. delightful when he was there; his 
converſation had more charms for her than 
that of any other of her companions, but 
ſhe had no deſire to enjoy his converſation 
apart; if things went on in their uſual 
courſe Henry occurred ſeldom to her mind, 
but if ſhe were more than ordinarily pleaſ- 
ed, or more than ordinarily chagrined, Ol 


that my couſin were here!” was the firſt 


wiſh of her heart. Ellen heard the com- 
mendations of Henry with no ſenſation but 
that of a ſimple acquieſcence in their truth, 


but where he was blamed ſhe was ſtruck with 
ſurpriſe, and thought not ſo much of vin» 


dicating him, as correcting a miſtake; of 


his merits, as equivocal, the herſelf. never . 
ſpoke, no more than of the light of the ſun, 
they appeared equally uncontrovertable, | 


neither thought ſhe of denying or affirming 
that ſhe loved him; to love Henry ſeemed 
to her as natural as loving herſelf; but had 


-t 


he 
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he never been allowed to have returned to 
Northumberland, when he left it on his laſk 
viſit to his father, however Ellen might 
have ſenſibly lamented the loſs of ber ear 
lieſt friend and moſt loved companion, her 
peace would have remained ſecure, and her 


eur unwounded. 


50 N bad 0 been ſatisfied with 
the kind of love Ellen had felt for him, 


but he now ſought to render it more de- 
an and appropriate. | 5 


35 T he e in his attentions had not be- 


fore eſcaped her, and the change in his lan- 
guage was ſtill more ſtriking. This change 


did not however diſpleaſe her, nor did it 


alarm her, till ſne began to find ſomething 


very like it in herſelf. Ellen had been ac- 


cuſtomed to think, nor could ſhe proceed 
long heedleſsly in any path; a little reflec- 
tion upon circumſtances made her believe, 
that it was her duty to repreſs the too fervent 


5 


expreſſions and 1 intimations of Henry's re- 


d 


ti 


hi 
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cok WY to lead herſelf and bim . to 
that calm ſtate of friendſhip, when, however 


delighted to be together, they were indif- | 


ferent whether! it were with others or alone. 


i In conſequence of dis lire Pin 5 
ä avoided all ſete-d tete walks, all withdraw- 


ings from ſociety, to purſue their ſtudies or 
amuſements together. Some times ſhe aſ- 
ſumed an air of reſerve, when his heart was 
running over at his lips; and at others ap- 
| peared not to underſtand what was ſpoken 
in che moſt expreſs terms. 


4 "—_ 1 deſpair, 67 he did not find 
out that all theſe were ſymproms the moſt 
decided in his favour. e 


Mr r. Ke amuſed himſelf ſoma 
times with thoſe cares, as he had no objec- 
tion to the hook ſtriking deep into the 
heart of Ellen, he ſuffered her thus to play 
with the line till ſhe was eee en- 
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Havin g heard her one day | reſolutely 


deaf to the earneſt ſolicitation of Henry 


for a walk in the wood, and having leen 


him in conſequence walk off in a huff, 


while ſhe remained neee and ſilent 
at: her work : 55 


705 


Ho comes this, Ellen,” ſaid ws, it 


ſeoems as if Henry and you were not "_ 
oy good terms as Granny?” Ham 


— 


Elen bluſhed, 


1 1 
1 


4 Or are y6u upon better? ” faid Mr. 
Mordaunt archly. Ellen b] uthed a deeper 
dye, and almoſt hiding ber face in her 


handkerchief, the replied: faindy, «© It 


might be inn I mos: ſee too > much of 
, wth couſin.” | 


Hh ee 


And do you biet if there were A 
ger that you might fee 7 much of your 


_ rouſin, I ſhould have ſuffered Tu to __ 
| ſeen ho much?” 


. 1 Ellen 


tl 


* 
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| Ellen raiſed] her eyes haſtily to her fa- 
ther, ang as e let them fall Ss 


. Gene, my dear Ellen, if 1 were 
lover, I might perhaps enjoy your ae 
fion, but as your father I muſt relieve you 
from it. You may follow Henry into the 
wood; and whatever he may fay to you 
there, be aſſured he has mine and his Kar | 
tHe” 8 Lanction for.“ 


N bs inexpreſſible joy chat filled the heart i 
of Ellen at theſe words, firſt told her how 
muck ſuch a a fanCtion 1 was neceſſary y to met 
We : 85 5 IT 


Whether Ellen „ Henry into ah 
wood, or whether ſhe waited for the expla- 
nation, till he followed her there, may be 
left to the decifion of every female who 
reads their ſtory, but certain it is, that 
from this evening he had We intereſt 
. in Ver . 7 | 
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92 : PLAIN SENSE. 


Like kias, ſhe had a REP I reliance on 


l 
| 
i 
[ 


| 5 his conſtancy, and his induſtry; but he did 1 
| not ſo fully agree with her, that their hap- 0 
pineſs was likely to be more permanent ko 
tom being eſtabliſhed on the grounds of 1 
* prudence and forbearance, than if they 4 
were, maugre all ſuch eonhiderations, to £ 
| begin it from that moment. 2 
- he 00g FA ed ei ha a 
| 11 nad not, e as to the ef- 4 
ö fect, what was the opinion of either of them 
| on this point; from the decree which had 
declared their marriage ſhould not take =” 
| place till Henry's. application produced. 0 
| him five hundred pounds « a year, there lay q 
no appeal | = N 
| | + 
5 Henry took chambers in 1 Inn, p 
| and began his legal career wi h equal dili- 1 
gence and acuteneſs; every vacation he 4 
ſpent at Groby Manor, and he was earneſt 4 
in diſplaying, both to Ellen and her father, 11 


his habits of application and economy: P 
Ellen relying upon his affection, and pleaſ- 


. 


PLAIN SENSE. | 8 


ed 0 her proſpedts in life, had no jea- 
- louſies to alarm, or anxities to diſturb her; 
ſhe purſued, uninterruptedly, her accuſ- 


tomed courſe of ſtudies and amuſements, 
and as ſhe grew more her own miſtreſs, 


and more independent, they were improved 


into pleaſures of the pureſt kind, by being 


enabled to render her benevolence mae 
active, and by ſuffering her attentions to 
take a wider nee. pn 7 OY 


% 


She had now nearly attained her nine- 


teenth year, and ſhe had reſided wholly at 


Groby Manor for the laſt twelve months; 3 ; 
ſhe continued however to l:ve much with 
Mr. and Mrs. Thornton. under whoſe dearly : 


beloved roof many hours of every day were 


paſſed; nor could any affection increaſe that 
which ſubſi eil between her and its highly ä 


valued inhabitants; the er-tificati ns ot taſte, 
and the feelings of the heart, formed the 


ties that bound th.m o cach other, and the 5 


ſource of obligation, received and commu 
| nicaied, rendercd them indiflolub E. 
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8 PLAIN SENSE. 


CHAP vin. 


e P'Il no ſay, men are villains a, 
44 The real harden'd wicked, 
Who hae nae check but human law, 
«, Are to a few reſtricted : 
But oh, mankind are unco weak, 
An little to be truſted, 
4 Tf ſelf the wavering balance ſhake, 


Its rarely right adjuſted,” = 9 BARRS 
| . NT: , LE FL 


c 


T was at this time that Lord Villars in- 
vited his ſiſter and her whole family to 
bis houſe in Hampſhire. He had formed 
| for his eldeft ſon a matrimonial connexion, 
with N Almeria enen, an , of 
a lar ge 


— 


| — be 
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* ? 
y 


* 


a large fortune, to whom he was guardian. = 
To bring this matter io the deſired iſſue, 


had coſt him much artifice and trouble, 
and the ſucceſs of his plans filled him with 
not leſs pride than pleaſure. The lady was 
ſtill very young, and as his ſon had no at- 


tractions either of perſon. or manner, he 
was eager to compleat the marriage before 
her comparative powers would lead her 19 
make ſuch diſtinct ions as might probably 
break it off for ever. As ſhe added a very 


competent ſhare of beauty to the attric- 
tions of her thouſands, it was not to be 


doubted but that if che appeared in the 


world Mr. Villars would meet with many 


competitors, and Lord Villurs had none of . 
that. blind parental partia ity that could 


conceal from him, | in any degree, the dan» 
ger of ſuch a competition. . The marriage, 
it was theref ce determined, ſh uld take 
place immediately, it was to be celebrated 
in ihe country, and Lord Villars withed, 
by making every circum. tance relative. to 
5 EL ; It 
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* deſtined bridegroom was: thrown from 


96 „ PLAIN SENSE,” 


it as ſplendid and dazzling as -poſible; to 
perſuade the young bride that ſhe was an 


enviable and a bappy woman. 


Mr. lone en 80 tk 4M 
vitation, both as an indulgence to his wife 


and his elder daughters, and from a deſire 
to introduce Ellen to a more intimate 
knowledge of a family thanany ſhe had yet 


attained, of which ſhe was ſome time to 


make one. - Henry was alſo to leave the 
duſt and dullneſs of his chambers, upon 
this feſtive occaſion; nor was there to be 
any one circumſtance omitted that could 


contribute to the ſatisfaction of any of the 
individuals who were to form the party to 


be aſſembled; joy and happineſs were to 
pervade the whole. But how vain are the 
plans of human wiſdom! The triteneſs of 
the obſervation is the Proof . _ 


1 


Three 9575 3 the is u . 


his 
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his horſe, and teeoived 4 burt, thari in thrice 
as W hours deprived him of life, | 


— 


Ir would be inpollible to deſcribe this de- 
grees and variety of ſorrow this event gave 
occafion for. Lady Villars wept as a tender 
mother; her children were affected ina more 


or leſs degree, according to their age and 
ſenſibility. Lady Almeria was more ſtun- 
ned than afflicted. Mr. Mordaunt ſaw 


with grief the path that this event opened 


to the exaltation of Ellen. Henry's un- 


feigned ſorrow for the death of his brother 


was not unmixed with a tumultuous ſenſa- 
tion, arifing from the change that had 


thereby ariſen in his own ſituation, and the 


uncertainty how that change might operate 
on ee wiſhes of his heart. 


T heſe various emotions, however, were 
all within the bounds of moderation; but, 
to the grief and diſappointment of Lord 


Villars there were no bounds. ' The ſor- 


rows of a parent on the death of a child ap- 


v. „ | F peared 


98 PLAIN SENSE. 


_ peared to be facred and vnqueſtionable; all 


hearts of common humanity ſympathized 


with Lord Villars, but few, if any, ſuſpect- 
ed the ſource from whence the extremity 


of his affliction proceeded. He had loſt | 
his ſon, this loſs might be ſupplied—but 


with his fon he had loſt the heireſs; that 


Heireſs, by the fortunes of whom every 


branch cf his family were to be bene fitted, 
on whoſe property he had formed an idea, 
a ſuperſtructute of greatneſs and power, 
which could be realized by no other means, 
and the demolician of which filled him 
with the ciueleſt pags. There was indeed 


one way, b but it was near! y bopeles. 
7 15 e 5 


On Heory bad deyol; 5 the Hebt 5 


5 
0 144 


11 28 


the titles of 15 brother, Sauk he be pre- 


PROS 


3 144 often ed bim in 5 bro. 
Jon 


ther's place; the ſuperiority. of his charac- 


ter fitted him for the head of os family, 
but the decrees of nature could not be re- 


yarled, and Lord Villars had endeayoured 
; to 


thi 
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perfuade himſelf that wealth and rank might 
beſtow, even upon his eldeſt ſon, the con- 
ſequence that character had denied They 
might however now be united - they muſt 
they /hould be united. Lord Villars had 
taken his reſolution, and it remained only 
to think of the means 'that might put it 
inte et 5 


The firſt ſtep was to break Henry's en- 
gagement with Ellen; but it was an act of 
ſo violent and irritating a nature, as to 
make almoſt hopeleſs every conſequence 
that Lord Villars wiſhed to follow from it. 
It was, however, neceſſary, and that wich- 
out which nothing could be done. Lord 
Villars well knew the tender feelings of 
Henry, and though | he were aware he 
ſhould in vain attempt to overcome his 
ſpirit, he was not without hopes that be 
might work upon his heart. 


For this purpoſe, the gewüde ſorrow that 
the firſt ſenſe of ek ppoiogeng: Age, 
» 1 . was 
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was s ſucceeded i in Lord Villars by a coun- 
terfeit affliction, in appearance as deep. as 

; heart-breaking, and as incapable of conſola- 
tion as was ever felt by a parent for the loſs 
of an only and bighly-beloved —_— 


jg DE ſoon loſt every other thought i in 
commiſeration for his father, and in anxious 
endeavours to conſole him; but Lord Vil- 
lars was not to be conſoled he could no 
longer endure to remain at a place where 
he had been deprived of the hopes of his 
future life; he wiſhed to remove to a ſmal- 
ler houſe-that he had on the borders of the 
county, and he wiſhed only to have for his 
companions Lady Villars, Lady Almeria, 
Mrs. Mordaunt, and Henry; of Lady Al- 
meria indeed he was become fo fond, that 
he could not bear her from his ſight. She 
was the beloved ef his loſt ſon, how could ſhe 
be otherwiſethaninexpreſſibly dear to him?“ 
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For the deſire of retaining Mrs. Mordaunt 
he gave more genuine reaſons. He k ne 
| 5 | there 
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3 there were no ſchemes for the apgrandize- 
ment of herown family, (as ſhe always took 
care to denominate that of the Villars's) and 
for the mortification of Ellen, that ſhe would 
not with equal avidity ſeek to promote; he 
therefore ſaid, with the moſt perfect fince- 
rity, that from her company he hoped 
more than from any other toward ſoothing 
his mind,“ and he earneſtly. entreated Mr. 
Mordaunt to leave ber with him for a few 
weeks, promiſing, at the end of that period, 
to bring her himſelf into Northumberland, 5 
there, with Mr. Mordaunt's permiſſion, be 
would ſtay ſome time, as he hoped from the 
quiet and ſecluſion in which he might there 
live, to regain. more compoſure and happi- 
neſs than he could expect to derive from! 
more in and public ny”, _ 
is; was not poſſible. for: ME, Niordaust to 
refuſe his conſent to any part of what Lord 
Villars propoſed; but in ſpite of his wiſh to 
repel all ſuſpicion from Ius mind, there was 
ſomething in Lord Villars's conduct that 
8 ö; en 


—. 
1 


4 rams SENSE. 


excited very uneaſy. bees as to the 
WR his a intentions. 


p $ Fx + MY 


e his lin i to fix on any 
one.circumſtance that could juſtify his fears, 
Mr. Mordaunt was ſtrongly poſſeſſed by 
the apprehenſion that Lord Villars's grief 
was a cover to deſigns inimical io the hap- 

| pineſs of Henry and Ellen. There appear- 
ed too much plan and arrangement in all 
he did, to proceed from a mind wholly im- 
merled in grief, as he pretended his to be. 
The extravagant attachment that he pro- 
| feſſed to Lady Almeria, with the almoſt 
total neglect that he manifeſted to Ellen, 
with the perfect ſilence he maintained as to 
the engagements ſubſiſting between her and 
Henry, the excluding her from a party 3 
where ſhe would ſo properly have made 
one, all contributed to Res this he i 


en . 


1 Villars, mocked hanse -extreme- 


v. fond 1 Ellen, had e wilh tha 
ſhe 
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„win , 


ſhe might COntin le with ler. 


be no more thought of. Henry, who had 
not ſuppoſed it poſſible it ſhonld be intend- 


ed ſhe ſhould leave him, expreſſed the ut- 
moſt aſtoniſhment and reluctance when he 
found it was ſo deſigned, and he was told 


by Mrs: Mordaunt, that it was at the par- 


ticular requeſt of Mr. Mordaunt that Ellen 


was to 8⁰ 00 


All theſe eirconiſferces conſpired to op- - 
poſs Mr. Mordaunt's mind with very fe- 


rious fears, but he was withheld by deli- 


cacy and reſpect to the forrow Lord Villars 
diſplayed, from coming to any explanation 
upon the ſubject with him at this time; he 


knew the delay of a few weeks could be of 


uo importance, and he was willing to hope 


that, by giving Lord Villars more time for 
reflection, he might be led to ſee the injuſ- 
tice : of any haſty deſign, that the poignancy 


of his preſent diſappointment might have 
ſuggeſted, of ſeparating Henry and-Ellens 


: | od ä 


„but this had 
been mentioned enty orice, and ſeemed to 
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104 PLAIN SENSE. 


He was alfo cautious not to betray any ſuſ- 
picion that might ſeem to ſuggeſt. the poſſi- 
bility of ſuch a meaſure being adopted, and 
ſtill more fo to avoid giving a ſanction to 
ſuch breach of faith, by ſeeming to expect 
it. He contented himſelf therefore with 
ſaying to Lord Villars, that he ſhould be 
truly glad to afford him every conſolation 
that he could derive from the retirement of 
Groby Manor, and the unwearied atten - 
tions of his family to every thing likely to 
contribute to his ſatisfaction; and that Ellen, 
be was afſured, would think it as much her 
pleaſure as her duty to do all in her _ 
10 ſupply * loſs he had: —— | 


9 we with talk . of duch things,” 
faid Lord Villars haſtily, when I rejoin 
you in Northumberland, and 1 it thall rde 
anne | a ee 


Divided SING . all d fe, as to 
what were Lord Villars's future plans, Mr. 


Mordaunt returned, with his daughters, to 
_ 


rram SENSE, = | S = 


Gioby Manor.” But to -Elten he « commu- 
nicated neither the one or the other, and 
happily for the eaſe of her mind, no ſuſpi- 


cion ſimilar to her father's had found ad- | | 


mittance there. Since the death of Mr. 


Villars ſhe had been wholly occupied with 


the feelings of others, and all. thought of 
ſelf had been loſt in her ſolicitude to admi- 
niſter to the comfoit of thoſe around her 
the change that had taken place in the 

ſituation of Henry had been brought about 


by ſo diſaſtrous an event, that it never pre- 
ſented itſelf to her mind under the form of 


pleaſure ; but neither did it ever occur to 
her that a circumſtance that ſecured him an 
immediate ſituation in life, more affluent 
than that which he was to have attained by 
the flow progreſs of his perſonal efforts, 
could be the means of placing a barrier be- 


tween them, who were ſo certainly to have 


been united when thoſe efforts were crown- 
| Nr 1 885 pe i 125 
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306 PLAIN SENSE. 


She returned, however, | ſaddened by the 
ſcenes ſhe had witneſſed, by her ſeparation 
from. Henry, and by ſomething. of an un- 
ſettled notion, that though Lady Villars 
was all kindneſs and affection towards her, 
Lord Villars bad ſhewn her, more marks of 


neglect than regard, 2 Os I 
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&« With a father's frown at laſt 
_ He —_ mes. path ”_ 
* 241145. 


* 


ö 


Lb VILLARS BE bs Gun were 
now removed to the Grove, and 
Henry appeared ſo aſſiduous in his efforts to 
adminiſter comfort to his father, and ſo 
ſincerely touched with the continuance of 
his grief, that Lord Villars was led to be- 
lieve he might ſafely begin his operations. 


o ; 2 * 


One day, therefore, as they were Mane 5 


together, Lord Villars, as uſual, mn 


ow - 
— 


immerſed j in forrow, and Henry, as uſual, 


A exerting) | 
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18 ran SENSE.) 


exerting all his faculties to rouſe and amuſe 


him. My dear father, ſaid he, with 


emotion, it goes to my heart to ſee you 


thus overcome with a fruitleſs affliction; 3 
for my fake, for the fake of your family, 
endeavour to * more power of mind. ” 


«< Iam el overcome with aflidtion; = 


but i it is for the ſake my family that ] 
am thus overwhelme: 


N My dear Sir, we all know your paren- 
tal 1 we all know the loſs that 


5 «Henry, it is not a it is not any 
Tel6h ſorrow that overwhelms me; I could 
bear my on loſs, but it is the ruin of my 
family involved in that loſs natd I de- 


20 3, 8 
2 Pe.” 3 ; "Be 


Silver Bs ts ruſhed into 10 his 
mind, that if they had ever found entrance 


there before he had repelled, as too af- 


frontive to the honor of his father, to be 
entertained for a moment, © The 


2 4 The eldeſt ſon * a noble and not 
opulent family,“ continued Lord Villars, 
c ſtands in ſo many relative ſituations, that 
his death, when his place cannot be fully 


ſupplied by a ſucceeding brother, is no 


ſingle misfortune—it inflicts no ſingle 
wound —every branch of that family, how 
ever widely ann muſt ſuſtain | an in- 


curable 2 


Henry was filent, he felt no inclination i in 
| himſelf to take his brother's place,—to heal 
theſe wounds—Lord Villars went on. 


 « You know the princely: fortunes that 
Lady Almeria was to have brought to your 


brother, but you are miſtaken if you ſup- 


pole the advantages would all have been 
his; you, your brothers, your ſiſters, the 


whole innumerable tribe of you, would 
| have felt the beneficial effects of her pro- | | 


perty through your lives, and perhaps be- 
Ou the lateſt n of them.” 
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4 My brother's death 7 daidHenryeool. 
Iv, was very unfortunate both in its cir- 


cumſiances and effects.“ C 


5 
— 4 


44 18 LE ee; it certainly was; 
but it depends upon you to ſay whether it 
ſhall be ſo in its cls = : $422 4; 


= poi © me, my Laind 9772 ſaid Ham, 


affeRting more __ than he felt. 61 


#6 My dear ſon, 1 10 no ca. 
doubt the rectitude of your principles, or 


the tenderneſs of your heart, I can there- 


fore have no doubt how you will act; but 
it is painful to me that, your duty and 
inclination OG: e nem NOR di- 


141 3 5 44g * "JET Aut ? 2 
vided.” ; NES - "1 0 Ke 
XL i a Nr 
Ga * 
147 'S n ; Fats ieren 6&1 


„ Divided. y Lord! no, thank heaven, 


they ate united, and united in ſuch bonds 


as no "ag whatever can diffolye.” 
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ant how t true is s it, chat $£ amiſe fon make 7 
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Lord Villars was not e to 
quote ſcripture; Henry's heart was not the 
lighter for his 1 ſo upon this occaſion. 


« Tt is neceſſary, my Lord, that weſhould 


underſtand each other. 1 preſume that we. 


both mean that it is my duty to maintain 


_ engagements entered into voluntarily, and 5 


nn by your pe 125 


. « Undoubtedly „ all fach « engagements as 
can be kept; but when a change of circum- 
ſtances has changed not only the nature of 
duties, but of poſſibilities, engagement 
that cannot be fulfilled diſſolve themſelves. 
I am aſſured that your own natural ſenſe 
tells you that you cannot now marry ws 


Not marry Ellen What power ſhall | 


binder me?“. | 
« The 
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112 | PLAIN SENSE, 


< The power of your own mind, Sir, the 


ſenſe of right, the dread of wy ered 
ing RAITIOS.. 


Henry i with agony. 


« Tt is to your underſtanding, it is to 
your juſtice J appeal. Where is now that 
independence on which alone you ground- 


ed your right to chooſe for yourſelf? Is it 
your own intereſt, or the intereſt of others, 
that in purſuing that choice you would ſa- 
crifice? Had you from the firſt been placed 


in the circumſtances you are now in, ſhould 
you have dared to have propoſed ſuch a 
choice to me? Do you believe me ſuffi- 


ciently weak, or wicked, to have ſanctioned 


ſuch a choice? You are no longer the per- 


ſon you were when 1 did ſanction it; you 
have no longer the fame rights, the fame 
duties, you muft x no longer bare the * 
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1 Let me then,” faid Henry, * new 
| born hope ſpringing, up in, his ſoul, and 
brightening his eye, © let me then reſume 


that ſtation, where only can my happineſs | 


Vs 


and my duty be reconciled ; let me again 


become a younger brother ; to Frederic, 


with all my heart and ſoul, will 1 make 
over all Na _ of „ 


0 It is not in your power, sir, you can- 
not give him your title, un unworthy as you 
are to retain it,” | . A 7.26 


« And what is title without honor ? You 


require me to give up the one, and yet are 


tenacious of the other.” : 


te I am z of both ale Sir, and 
will not ſee either ee to che roman 


tic RE of a _ Mit 


} "x # 


* (2 : 1 w'2 FT 8 
* 3 


« ou wrong! my 7 my word; 


indeed you wrong it, it is founded on rea 5 


en and on virtue,“ 
66 I ould 
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| * | PLAIN SFRSE, 


« I ſhould be Wp b 
with which you purſue: it, geturned Lord 
Villars, with a ſarcaſtic ſmile, £4 if it were 
founded upon beauty; your paſſion, Henry, 
wants the ſtamp that will alone make it * 
curzent in the world.” 3 QGHDY. 0 $4519 
| ie brig 33486 


2 « Beauty 1 Ellen is eee ”, 


4 | | 

nes Yer this 3 of yours will have no | 
'- objection to becoming your wife, though IN 
ſhe bring you for her dowry: ruin and a fa- 
ther's deteſtation.” _ » ET | 
Oh! no, no, ſhe would: reject, 'ſhe ll 

l 


would renounce me for ever, rather—” 


e And can you admire that rectitude of 
[ mind in her that you refuſe to imitate? But 
ve talk not of your ruin, Sir, aſter the de- 
generacy of mind that you have betrayed 
in this converſation; were you alone con- 
cerned, I would not trouble myſelf to with. 
bold EIN from i it. But 1 muſt. not ſo far 
5 forget 


1 


PLAIN SENSE. | 115 


forget my duties, whatever "you do yours, as 


to ſuffer you to involve in your deſtruction 
the deſtruction of a family. My hopes 
for the eſtabliſnment of you all were placed 
on your brother's match with Lady Al- 
meria: you have ſucceeded to your bro- 
ther's rights, and to his engagements, and, 7 


however unworthy of it, you have alſo 


ſucceeded to his place in Lady Almeria's 


heart; ſhe views you, ungrateful boy as 
you are, with but too favorable an eye : 
Upon you it depends to give wealth and 


happineſs, or poverty and wretchedneſs, to 
your parents and to your family. We ſhall 
ſee the kind of heart you have by the elec- 


tion you make.” 

200 „The happineſs chat derives wholly from 
wealth, and the wretchedneſs that is de- 
pendent alone: upon poverty, are both, in 
my eyes, too unſubſtantial to deſerve any 

fices my Lord, do with me as you 
wilk—but T will never be che. kulband of 
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216 __ PLAIN SENSE. 


« And remember, peremptory Sir, that 


but under my heavieſt malediction ſhall 
you ever become the huſband of Ellen.“ 


The father and fon here parted, and 


from this day the farce of affliction, except 
in . was over. | 
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1 Alas! how oft does goodneſs wound itſelf, 
2 And ſweet affection prove the ſource of woe.“ 


nolx. ” 


UT if the bofom of Lord Villars 


Hat of Henry became 1 ops 
FO 


However he Wirt be rouſed by the 
thought of ill treatment to a reſolute aſſer- 


tion of his own rights, or however firmly 


his heart might be attached to Ellen, or 


his determination be unchangeably fixed 


never to abandon her, he could not be un- 
| moved 
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moved by the diſpleaſure of his 6 or 

by the thought that in a parent's eye he 
was the cauſe of unhappineſs to himſelf, or 
family; neither could he be inſenſible of 


| - the truth of many of Lord Villars's argu- 


ments, or unconſcious that a marriage with 
Ellen in the preſent circumſtances would be 


attended with many inconveniencies; but the 


thought that dwelt moſt upon his mind, and 
the grief that preſſed the heavieſt upon his 
heart, aroſe from the probabili ty that now 
this marriage would never take place. He 


believed he knew her too well to flatter him- 


ſelf that ſhe would become his wife againſt 
the expreſs prohibition of his father, and 
perhaps he prized her integrity too highly 
to wiſh that ſhe ſhould do ſo ; but the 
ſenſe of this integrity, the certainty of the | 
virtues from which it aroſe, made the ſup- 


poſition that he ſhould never call her his, 
an agony that he knew not how to endure— . 


He diſtracted himſelf with endeavouring 


to find out ſome middle way, that might 


reconcile his faber s expectations, and his 


af — 


.own 
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own ideas of happineſs but ata he 
turned, his detefled title, like 8 
fatal gift, ſtuck cloſe and filled him with 
torment e n N 
A5 ſicker TI N to obs nt. 
omen with an appeal to his genere yy 
and his reaſon, and then was his reſolution 
| moſt in danger of yielding, and his heart 
torn with the extremeſt — . 
times with the high tone of authority, and 
the moſt ſevere denunciations of everlaſts .. 
ing diſpleaſure... Here Henry was invuls 
nerable 5 when he was threat ned he be? 
came as the rock, which ſerms' but the 
more n fixed by't the Rorarthati beate 
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. And 1 eee by ms: 
n neither would disaster, dc eh 5 
any caſe his happineſs, and in the former 
both his happineſs and filial duty muſt go 
to wreck. Of. Lady Almeria' he thought 
1 yet it was ſome addition to his un- 
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bappineſt to ſee evident marks of chat par- 
tiality wich which his father n a 
_e diftioguhed _ rd” oof 8 


This was in part the wark of Mrs, Mor- = 


diuͤaunt, andi it was the buſineſs in which Lord 


Villen bad . che firſt W her. : 


5 e even before che death of 
Mr. Villars, had not been wholly inſenfible 
to the difference which nature had made 

between the brothers; ſhe had not been 
entirely without ſome wandering thoughts, 
chat if Henry had been the elder brother, 
ber deſtiny would have been the happier; 
but ſhe was too young and too giddy to 
have ſuffered thoſe thoughts .to have 
funk deep in her mind, had it not been 
for the artifices and manegement of Mrs. 
Mordaunt, who infinuated how generous 
it wonld be in Lady Almeria to turn 
her affect ions to Henry; ſhe formed the 
bope that he might return thoſe affections, 


and it was by her {kill and care that the 
| _ 


concealed f from Lady Almeria; all choſe 


funded. wholts upon the Fee kn on 
r * had ne! been attained of the dif- 
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Songs 1 ih 0 ſy ob 55 the 2 
was lite known, and ſhe had credit given | 
her for infinitely more feeling and delicacy 8 
than ſhe poſſeſſed: Of love ſhe was inca- 
pable, but having quick perceptions and a 
tolerable power of diſcriminating characters, 
ſhe was well formed for taking flrong, tho” 
trauſient likings, and while ſuch prepoſſeſ- 
fions laſted, it would not have been any 
conſideration for the peace or honour. of 
another, that would have with-held her from 
the gratification of them. Stimulated byxhe 
arts of Mrs. Mordaunt, - and moved by her 
own taſte, ſhe had taken this kind of fancy _ 
to Henry, and provided ſhe could inſpire 
him with the like, ſhe troubled her head 


Hin with the n * thole engagements | 7 
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| ſted between him an 


tude or careleſs, eſpecially where a woman, 


and a young and pretty woman was con- 


cerned, his addreſs, therefore, to Lady Al- 
meria, was gentle and obliging, and though 
ſhe would rather it had been impaſſioned or 
gay, yet ſhe hoped both theſe modes were 
to come, when he had got over the odd 
faney, as ſhe called it, of grieving for the 
death of a brother, which had made him 
heir to a title and an eſtate of ſeven thou- 


fand Conor a hap 


FE In the mean time, Henry: alike unable 
wholly to explain his diſtreſs, or wholly to 
. conceal it from Ellen, wrote her letters that 
"filled her with the cruelleſt diſquietude— 
- the knew hot how to ſhape her fears, but 
every added line told her that ſome mis- 
fortune awaited her. Whether ſhe were to 
6 ſuffer with or apart from Henry ſhe knew 
not; whether ſhe were to be the ſport of his 


: inconſtaney, or the victim of his Emmen, 


Elen; i it was not in Henry's nature to be 


ran sus f. 0 123 15 


The was nbc, from the tenor of his let 
ters, to reſolve. Had ſhe been to have 
choſen her fate, the deciſion was eafy. The 

reſignation of Henry ſhe thought herſelf _ 

equal to, but under his depravity or uns 

IO (he believed me muſt fink. Bs 


= In chte W her mind, me) was as | little | 
able to ex preſs her wiſhes and her fears with 
clearnels, as was Henry himſelf; ſhe called 
upon bit again and again to explain him- 


ſelf; while he; ſometimes thinking be fü, 


a flexibility in his father that revived his 
hope, and ſometimes, from his increaſed 
ſeverity, relapfing into deſpair, alternately 
awakened the hopes and the fears of Ellen, 
without explaining to her his grounds for 


5 * : 
I 


| MI. Mordautit ſaw the uneaſineſs of 
Ellen, and but tos truly divined the cauſe; 
he forbore, however, to preſs her upon the 


have * her heart to 8 had ſhe ag 5 


ſubject, and thought ſhe would frankly 1 85 


124 PLAIN (SENG. 

any thing certain to tell: She 8 . 
converſing with him on a myſtery chat might 
Arden the condempaation of Henry. 


* 1 1 * A. 


f 15 
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n 21 


"Mr. 1 ** wrote eee ly, both.co 
Lord Villarsand Mrs. Mordaunt, to remind . 
them of their promiſe, of 3 Joining Hit in 
N orthumberland, hut hithe to Without! re- 
15 ceiving any ſatisfactory anſwer.” Lord Vil- 
lars, Uoweven. dase now c be con · 


4 


5 ee ee DS or > 0h hedge 
of Henty, reſolved. to try his infloence-with 
_ Ellen, and by making her renounce his 


. fon, render it a matter of indifference, 2 p 
far as their e 1 agements, whether 1 bis. ſon [ 
would. renounce. her or no. He determined . 
therefore to ſet out for Northumberland. a 


He wiſhed to conceal his intention from 
his ſon; but Henry had too much at ſtake 
40 be eaſily. 2 ah his nen or ern 
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He bad catered chaine his ae | 
continued in Hampfhire the conteſt lay 


wholly between them, and that there was at 
leaft a chance that his obſtinacy might out- 
ure that of his father's. ' While this was 
poſſible;:he forbore to ex plain Himſelf with 
Ellens unwilling to impreſs her mind with 
che painful ſenſe of his father's injuſtice, or 
to make a parade of his ow-n conſtancy, but 
he was aware that Lord Villars's- removal 
into Northumberland was with the deſigng 
of bringing the diſpute before another tri- 


bunal, -and-a' tribunat where he knew the 


voĩce of love would plead in vain, were it 
once imagined to be , 11 this of 
 reafonor apt ror god a Bos Faris 


ioc ke 


Not a lbs; i es was to 1 


Toft, leſt Ellen might be intereſted in 
he deciſion, by an undue application to 
her generofity, or by a belief, though but 4 
nomentary one, that he could heſitate in 
his. He was therefore no ſooner convinced 
that Lond Villars meant to begin Einjonrs 
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5 ney to Northumberland in view days, 3 
9 he 5 a  melenger; with, 5 Hr 


. 


ing S letter. 5 1 
5 "The! moment that anv Enger 3 


* — 
. + 4 


- alc would be unavailing and dangerous 


is now come. Imagine, my deareſt Ellen, 


the greateſt ſacrifice that can be made to 


ayarice and ambition, and then know: that 


fach a ſacrifice is required of me. While 
there remained a hope that the ear of reaſon 
and of juſtice would be open to my argue 
ments, and my rights, I forbore to ſhock 


vou with an inſtance of depravny, that 1 


bluſh: to think proceeds from one I am 


bound to reverence and to love. It having 4 


been found, however, that I am 1nvincible, 


I know that the attack is about: toſbe trans- 
ferred from me to you. It is meant that 
| you ſhould: be ſubdued by your virtues— 
but remember, deareſt creature, that they 
are not your own Tights you will be called 
upon to o reſign, they are mine my juſt, 
| dne 1 unalienable rights rer 


. member, 
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: 3 that 1 never will 1 them. 
while I breathe.—Beware of a falſe genero- 
by, a miſtaken virtue diſintereſte nels, 
in this caſe, would be injuſtice; you are 
mine, my choſen love, my betrothed wife: 
El have had my father's word that you 
ſhould be my wife Circumſtances may 
be changed, but I am the ſame, be you fo 
too, my Ellen, and we. ſhall weather this 
ſtorm, which now Teems to threaten the 
| wreck of our happineſs—bur our happineſs | 
_ be Joſt while we preſerve our vir- 
hes by virtue, by the moſt ſolem 
„ we are bound to each Siber; 
let us ever keep our principles 1 in view, leſt 
- we be miſled by the ignis falus of ſophiſ. 
try. That cannot be generous which is un- 
juſt; be Juſt to me, my Ellen, and I * 
not your generoſity to others. 
1 muſt remain here I am, "wh my 
1 continues here, but no ſooner does 
he ſet out for Groby- Manor, than I do f 
too, and you may truſt that ſpeed will be 
: the aides chat! is winged by love. oo 
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a variety of emotions: ſhe 


. & certainty of her misfortune; but ſhe read 


in it alſo an aſſurance of the conſtancy and 
- generofiry of Henry :—She- acknowlec ged 

no right that ceuld divide her from him, 
but ſhe trembled at power that in ad- 
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ät 0 ts "OPER knew ſhe muſt oppeſt's: 
ber heart told her, there. was no n 
neſs without Henry, and the ſource of tee - 
titude ſhewed her, that there was no eſcape 
from miſery: in becoming his wiſe," under 
the POR. of a parent. 
Va. e eee ee ek 1 5 15 AE: < 12 

* She had now no reaſon for cap een. 
| her ; ates ſue wad bim 


his]  penerration had been | 
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16. en noffible;% ſaid: he, that Lord 


'Villrs can be dos esel and unjot 2%, 5 | 
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to be made out by ſuch an one as I is nt 
line of duty, that, if I, could . 5 1 
; haps fond ae „ na 190 fiir Don 


Mr Mordaum beta Ellen to his ben 
"uh Henry lends his 8 eee thi 
are indlubitable, they cannot be cancelled by 
the mandate of ambition or avarice, though 
x | Hed by a parent. But to be the author of 
his roin, and his filial diſobedience—Ohf 2 
my father, ſuch deciſions are beyond my 
teaſoning faculties, they muſt be decided by 
the impulſe of my heart, not, I hope, more 
wen attached to ca than to vue.” 


1 r 
Rude and Ellen felt herſelf encountged * 


« It nay; 104 Beneness a 8 1 
Henry ſhould refuſe to abandon me: It 
8 nee and eee that ] ſhould 
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Thus did poor Ellen en 
* the reaſons that made for a agai | 
ber wiſhes, but ſhe bewildered heb e 5 
e without RE _ ante 
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| «1 will Fi ore Villar willow 
| (dangerous as k may be) I will tear Henty. 
If 1 muſt lofe him, be hall not be torn 
from me, I will give him up. ere 
- father, bas ne Is ? 
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06 No other can make it — abjore L Lord. 
your engagements with Henry, I cannot 
recall my ſandt ion; you are miſtreſs of your 
1 am pt to allt your e eee 

! : : N 1 42 WAN ; 
is My will” aid Ellen, o, Syhing, ales! hoy 
little muſt that be conſulted in this debate. 
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called a labyrinth of thought, rather than a 
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chain of reaſoning, xhen from hat ſhe re- 
ehe ſtrict adherence toherengagements,” 


the bad drawn concluſions the moſt favor- 


able to ber happineſs, her deductions were 
eroſſed by a principle: as evident, 
| the bbedience of children to their parents, 
and all her reaſoning thrown into confa- 


that of 


ion. Again ſhe began, again ſhe found 


|  chetſels conducted to a certain point, and 


again confuſed and bewildered, 5 
ſhe bad l loſt her Fg 


85 12. e 


8 . maze 6s contri Sia; 


| BY knew not how to extricate herſelf, yet 
_ -+ſhe loſt not hope, while ſhe perceived that 


which ever way ſhe turned, wherever ſhe 


# directed her view, the wiſh 10 do rig. ſtil 
: Þ appeared, as a beacon on a diſtant hill, 


pointing out the te wh ann meant . 
. aan 3 lier abs 


"$64 1 impolible, e whos the 45a 


olly 7 given ws to ſelfiſhneſs, or re- 


: 3 5 | 2 femtment, 
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ps they felt and ſhewed for her:a ſolicitude, 
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1ſantmentgty re with: Ellen ithoht 1oyi 
herz; the evenneſs of her temper, her e 25 

titude in obliging, muſt ſubdue all leſſer 
prejudices. This had been the caſe with. DR 
ber ſiſters, though their early eſtrangen | 
1 e her, and the difference that ſuböſtel 
in their manner of thinking, fotbade any 
to: that tender intereſt and interchangement 
of ſentiments in which true friendſhip con- 
ſiſts; they now loved her full as well as 
moſt reputed friends love each other, and 
now that pity was added to their affection, 
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; as the evident diſtreſs of Ellen's mind, and 
the calmneſs with which ſhe endured it 
ſhe thought there was ſomething mne in 
ſuch compoſure, under ſuch circumſtanc 
and ſhe exerted all her abilities to unſold _ 
and ſupport her: But, however Ellen was 
| ſoothed by her apa, the any not be 


. aſſiſted by her counſel, Charlotte could 
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ſee the matter only in one light—ſhe expa- 
tiated ion the ĩnjuſtice of Lord Villars, on 
of conſtancy, and the obligation 
15 maintaining an engagement, and when 
Ellen preſſed ther with the queſtion, 


„Would qu, Charlotte, be the wife of any 


man, ho in: forming his ties with you, muſt 
break all thoſe that bind him to his family, 
and incur the everlaſting reſentment of his 
parent? Charlotte could only reply, Lord 
Villars had no right to be diſpleaſed, and 
chat the peace of Henry ought to be dearer 
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40 But the peace of Henry,” aid Ellen, 
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the prejudices of ſelfiſnneſs as her's was, 


things ate not ſeen as they are ann 5 
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5 engrofied.. e this - one he | 


when as they were returning to the houſe 


they were FI met by: Fang 


1 4e «We: are.once more OE: my Ellen, 
cried. he, ſnatching her to his beart, « and 5 
no h on a earth ſhall F e 5 i a” 


| Ellen oho "= bran: ns rather-in | 


debating whether ſhe ſhould chooſe misfor- 
tune, than in deploring it as already felt, 
had, ſince che receipt of Henty's laſt Jetter 
been more depreſſed, than agitated; but 
his ſudden 


thought,ſo 400, but in a ele gore lah — | 
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caragce, and. the yehemence 
of his addreſs, communicated i in a moment 
io her boſom all the emotion with which 
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Arms, rather than ene. > 
engage herſelf from them, We are in- 
alas! up- 


on what terms oe” PPP 
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and reſting wholly upon Charlotte, her 
bs convulſive ſobs gave Henry the moſt lively 
alarm ;—never had he ſeen diſtreſs in this 


form; never had he before ſeen the coun· 
tenance of Ellen N oy the ne 


of any ae 2 Hs e ee eee 
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46 Why 50 lt 18 my arms? Why not 


weep in my boſom?” cried he mildly, cam 


1 not your huſband. Oh! Ellen, is it poſ⸗- 
üble you can n have decided _ me?“ 
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4. No; no, no!” ſaid es: Chatlotte un 5 
| able to ſupport her, yielded her to the 
impaſſioned Henry, who holding her 1 in his | 

arms, fat down with her on the graſs. 
Tears relieved the almoſt burſting heart of 
Ellen; ſhe ſuffered them for ſometime to 
flow as ſne hid her face on Henry's ſhoulder, 
then rouſing herſelf, „ am better, Tad 
| ſhe, © let us return to the houſe; and, "my 
dear Henry, if you would have me able to act 


as YO wiſh, TOR mut not thi 5 di refs me. 8. 
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80 Peareſt Ellen forgive me, 1 will be | 
7 al aa all reaſon,” or 5 SIO $4 


% 


„Ehen with difficulty 0 888 Meg, but 5 
growing every moment more compoſ d, the 
emotion that the ſudden appearance of 
Henry had given her, taught her the more ; 
to fear the power of her feelings, and to 
arm herſelf with double reſolution apainft 
being governed by them. As Per 4 ap- gk 
proached the houſe they were m n irs : 5 
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1 eee eue Lord Villars appeared, 
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dhe . 2760 
ws | on My El 3 he, cc donar deen 
yourſelf, do not on me.” 
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C Ob, heaven dire me,” ad Ellen, : 
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tates what you ought to 8 nen 
RO of violated vows,” 7 = 
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Henry, ” interrupted Ellen, 2 and mol} 
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25 «T never aid ſo; or, if r aid Loh; 
Elen, do 1 not unde boch yourſelf and nie.” 
8 1 1 WU 925 i 3 7 8 
"Op My 1 Lord, {aid Mr Mordaunt, 4e ou 
are too precipitate Ellen ought not to be, 
- ſhe /ball not be fo perſecuted; you bave 
nothing to fear, nothing t that you ought to 
fear from her cooleft deliberation, and it is 
a only the cooleft deliberation, that horde to 

decide i in ſuch dea as e I AB : 
5 And yet, thoaght Ellen to berſelf, the oa 
Eifion | is made; what but' one 6 thi Gab do? 


ii. 1 31 
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: oo” I meant not to we been thus preci- 
; pitate—1 meant not now to have entered 
upon the ſubje&; but the daring i impatience | 
of that unworthy boy, —My dear Madam,” 
turning to Ellen, « I know'and'revere your 
| virtues, it is from them I hope the falvation 
of my family, pray take bus e ode me 
N . 3 3h "Ih 1 ri 
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found Mrs. Mardaunt, Wo 
her with, her uſual ane but 


ſeeing b er e en laid, 
knewir would come to this, : always fore- 
told this, 1 always. faid that the intereſts of 
a whole _ were not to be ſacrificed to 


otter of a, boy; and Leith who 
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| Tuetitig me to ſpeak'to $60," without ber. 
ing what 1 have to lay.” 4412 


| refuse bim. DEW 
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„ run rz. 


Ellen moved wats, the dot, but 
Henry, who had hitherto kept 3 gibomy 
filehce, now ruſhed forward, 2 Fou do 
not go, Ellen, you do not go, without 


: 2 


«She be you babe math 2 


Alem eg Lord Villars; that ſhe — 


to hear; Ellen is indeed the excellent Per- 


| Fon you have always deſcribed 1 her, the” ex- 
emplar of her ea. 
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Hear has a ge to be Heard, wh 
1nd, and I mean to heat him; nor have 
I more inclination t have o Wer to 


* rind my + love Ellen; 10 OY 
held out her hand to him, «© Oh?” faid 


ſhe, in a low voice, that'I could be as 


f much the one as believe Lam the other! * 


Then ſpeaking aloud, “ At eight ro: mor- 
row morning I will ſee you alone, at preſent - 
T beg I may be allowed to retire,” 5 


* Sun 2435 


Lor unn wile believed he A the | 
deſtruction of his hopes in the ſeverity of 
her air towards him, and her kind induk. 
pence to his ſon, ſtood thunderſtrock and 
confounded, while the wretched Henry, 

who augured the contrary but too juſtly, 
even from her very kin neſs, ſunk ſpiritleſs 
Into a chair, while the warm blood forſook 

| his cheek, and every limb quivered with 
Agitation. Lord Villars endeavoured, by 
à long detail of the circumſtances of his 
family, to convince Mr. Mordaunt's reaſon 
of the neceſſity of the conduct he held, and 
by ariful praiſes of Ellen to ſooth the in- 
dignity offered to her. Mr. Mordaunt diſ- 
dained to reply to his reaſonings, or to 
chank him for his commendations; he aſ- 
| ſured him, that it was neither the wiſh of 
his daughter, or himſelf, that ſhe ſhould en- 
ter into 15 n tee his e 


nm 118 x „did be, „et 

in my opinion, by your former ſanction to 
the affeQions of DING ſon, Put it out of 
| ou 


/ : us = — 


brain $BNSE: 1 


you — to wich-hold your conſent 

to chis marriage. All yo have a right to 
do, is to endeavour to convince both him 
and my bre of | the igconvenience 
attends it, and to nduce them, 
if poſiible, by the weight, of your-reaſons, 
to rel ights, wn eden er ey n | 
n injuſtice cas. üben 
wy Low Villars was a e to hs quick by 
the . co ee „Aae 
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H 10 am abt to PIER 1 fully for 
: «nate ? Mine was only a conditional 
conſent, it could only be a conditional con- 
ſent. It was my ſecond ſon that I would have 
allowed to have married your daughter, no 

one would _ r to have e me T 
5 8 « Nor do Tan an now, my rar, bot tif 
you have made a bad bargain, common ho- 
_ quis pou! a ande er 
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thoſe with whom you. hays made i ge. . 15 


e releaſe. 00 + rats otro 14 fel 


. i , & Would you _ bd. Mrs. Ne 
1 daunt (paſſionately) 35 would you have Wm. 
ancient.and noble family fall into ruin, xa- 


ther than thwart the momentary, fancy, of a 


fooliſh. girl and an obſtinate boy ? Rather „„ 
be all the engagements chat have been made FE, : | 
ſince the days of Adam broken, than that 


. ſuch. a ee ſhould Peace” 


we. 
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3 « Ellen a 8 ruin into no ſa- 


mily: I have, however, . ſaid, that 1 think 


the and Henry are the only proper umpires 
in this diſpute, and I could wiſh a ſubject 985 
to be dropped, upon which, if I ſpeak. at 5 
= all, 4 muſt * very harſh truths.” 02128” 


_ 1 ks „ Lord Villars, | 
1 with an air as if he were to be a ſufferer for 
- conſcience ſake, © I would endeavour to get 


over the {cruples of my mind, in allowing 


one unworthy child to take his c own: way to 
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ruin, Adr it c view! folks” 2 
would much exalt my character; but when 
the intereſts of my other dear and innocent 
children are involved in his folly, however 


1 my name may be branded, T will adhere to 


What I know to be right; and though T 
may be unable to prevent this act of mad- 
nels, 1 will never have to 9 myſelf 
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with having conſented to cM e 


Ft 2 1 7 e en 
. >, : F . 9 7 4 9 1 ' - 0 


1 Auf rde may 11 perfectly's at 

eaſe both as to your conſcience and the part 
Ellen will take; however either ſhe or my- 
ſelf may wil her the wife of your ſon, we 
can have no deſire chat the ſhould become 5 
Jnr , e Oy OS. 
„ . 1 fee, however, Cid Lord Vitlars it in a 

paſſion, „ ſee that ſhe deſi igns it, but at 
her peril Jet her purſue the deſign poverty 
while I live, and my eternal curſe when I 
come to die, ſhall ſadden her r days a and tor. 
dure. her ment e 0h 
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| Me Mordaunt andy « J leave you) my 
Lord, and I would leave you under the 
miſtake that ſo un worthily afflicts you; but 


when you find yourſelf, maſter of your 


wiſhes, you ſhall not have cauſe to thin 


that you owe the completion of them either 
to the duplicity or the vehemence of your 
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conduct. I know Ellen perfectly well, and 
I will ſtake my life that in the preſent cir- 
cumſlances ſhes vil never TNA: mary ot 1 
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able to him, felt all his anger ſubſide in a 
moment; he did not wiſh to quarrel wich 
Mr. Mordaunt, ſo, catching his hand, he 
cried, © My dear brother forgive me, for- 
give the effuſions of a father's ſolicitude 


for a large family, whoſe well being in the 


world depends upon the iſſue of the pre- 
ſent conteſt; how willingly would I make 


any facrifice ſhort of the intereſt of this fa- 
mily, for the happineſs of oy” Ball more 
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9 ow will; give me teas) to retire, my 
Ld, it is not poſſible to form any judg- 
ment but one on the events that have paſ- 
ſed, and the conſequence of that judgment 
mut be, that all intercourſe OE us 
| kencelormard moſt ceaſe.” 5 


Mr. altos 8 th let Lor 
Villars and his fiſter to rail and to rejoice; 
for after what Mr. Mordaunt had ſaid, they 
neither of them entertained any apprehen- 
on but that Ellen would break her . 
ment wie oor 
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his father and. Mr. Mordaunt; as ſoon as 
he had recovered from the emotion ihto 


which the laſt words of Ellen had thrown 


him, he had withdrawn to the parſonage, 
there to pour out his griefs to the commis- 
ent Mr. and Mrs. Thornton: they, 
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witle they endeavoured, by the ſofteſt arts 
of pity to adminiſter ſome balm to his 
wounds, ſought to inſpire him with forti- 
tude to ſupport the conſummation of his 
misfortune, which in the preſent circum- 
| ſtances 1 conſidered a as 5 Inevitable. SH 
© Ellen paſſed ik INTE in Shona to 
ſtrengthen herſelf in the reſolution, which 
ſhe ſaw was the only one ſhe could now 
adopt without incurring the reproaches of 
her own heart, and involving Henty in dif- 
obedience and ruin—But ſhe dreaded his 
vehemence, and though ſhe perſuaded her- 


ſelf that alone would not be able to over- 


power her judgment, grounded as it was, 
upon the beſt reaſoning ſhe was able to 
command, yet ſhe ſhrunk from the conteſt, 
and had ſhe not had more compaſſion for 
him than for herſelf, ſhe would have ex- 
_ plained herſelf in writing, and ſpared them 
both the pangs of a fruitleſs altercation; | 
but to comply with his wiſhes in every 

__ that militated not againſt his _duty, 
i the 
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to reſume the Mien which Ellen s love 
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5 told I cannot diveſt myſelf of my title, and 
that that title muſt be ſupported by. riches; _ 


that the fortune I. may obtain by marriage 


muſt be ſuch as will provide for my nume- - 

tous brothers and fifters, whoſe neceſſary. 
provifion will otherwiſe reduce the family 
eſtate below- the decorous appendage of a 
title. I am reminded that ſuch have ever: 


been the known family views, and that I ac | 
kuowledged the force of them when 
pleaded: my being a ſecond ſon, as an un 


anſwerable reaſon. Why I might be allowed 
to chooſe for myſelf; however my heart or 


my underſtanding may revolt from ſuch _ 


reaſoning, I mean not to combat them; I. : 
mean to act as if convinced of their truth, 
and their rectitude, and had I not had rea- 
ſon to have believed the eauſo already pre- 
judged, I had a propoſal to have made to 
yoù; that I perſuaded myſelf might have 


reconciled duty and inclination, have 7 The 
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there i is no prejudgment, only ſhew me how 
I can be yours, without violating the im- 
mutable obligation of obedience to a pa- 
rent, and you will not be more ready to 
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260 v are calumniated, my Ellen; I I 
5 been taught to fear, that, awed by! my 1 
father s threats of everlaſting, diſpleaſure, - mul 
you ſhrunk from a marriage, which under 
dbhat diſpleaſure would be a ſource lp of 
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ed by inclination, how ſtimulated by reſent- 7 
ment to quit the rugged path of duty: ſup- f 
port my rectitude, my dear Henty, by your 5 
own, and make me no propoſal Shar is not 
; warranted 0 the Anctien of virtue.” . 
Tt « What 1 8 is W ther ſhall 
| purſue the line of life marked out for me 
before the unfortunate death of my brother; 5 
that the annual difference there will be be- 
tween the allowance. my father will make | 
me as an inmate. of Lincoln' $- Inn, and that 15 
which I ought to have as his eldeſt ſon . ſhall : 
accumulate, and be conſidered as a fund 
upon which [I ſhall draw for your fortune; . 
; that I mall r not claim your hand but upon th 
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the hide thät it was Geſt . * ; 
While my father lives the ſplendor of the 


I family will be fapported by him; when he 


dies, though it muſt ſuffer a temporary 
eclipfe, it will be in no danger of being an- 
nihilated.—* No wonder,” faid Henry, in- 
terrupting himſelf, that you ſmile, I al- 
moſt diſdain to dwell upon fuch conſidera- 
tions; but if there is no preaching people 
into reaſon, it is well for the ſake of ſelf to 

accommodate ourfelves as well as we can 

to their folly. As T have no hope that the | 
ſaviogs 1 have propoſed to be made from 
my annual allowance will be conſidered as 
ſatisfactory to the wants and the wiſhes of 
the family, 1 further propoſe that in the 
event of my coming to the eſtate, ſuch a 


3 part of it ſhall be appropriated tothe uſe of 


my brothers and fiſters, as in ſome given 
number of years may make up the ſum 
that my father has fixed in his own mind 
as a proper fortune to be brought into the 
family by his eldeſt ſon's wife: at the end 


of this t time TP ſhall reſume the whole of the 5 
: | babe, | 
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luſtre. Thus no injury will be dene to the 
| younger branches of the family, you, my 
Ellen, will after all be a fortune, the family 
ſplendor will be untarniſhed, and all this 
will be purchaſed on our part 0 a few 
mmm . 
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ciple and underſtanding, that made her 
perfectly comprehend, and reſolutely adhere 
to that plaineft of nature's dictates, the 


| obedience due to a parent, ſhe was too 


young and too noble-hearted to calculate 


the inconveniencies of a narrow income, or . c 
to have ſuffered them to have influenced 
her decision, if ſhe had calculated them, 


while they could teach only herſelf and him, 


whom ſhe doubted not, would have con- 3 
fidered the poſſeſſion of her hand as a full 


compenſation: her heart beat quick at this 


propoſal of Henry's, her eyes ſparkled witn 

pleaſure-. * And what ſays your father to 
this plan?“ cried , trembling with the 0 
— of hope. a 
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| ſhould we ever have been in any danger "* 
being ſeparated ? Will this plan of yours at 


all avert your father's diſpleaſure? Will it 


{ave you from diſobedience, or from the 
effects of it? Will you not ſtill have a pa · 1 


rent's enmity to deprecate? And without 
the concurrence of Lord Villars how can 


your plan itſelf take place? How can its 
beneficial effects be felt? How can the 8 
claims of juſtice, which 008 ſeem yourſelf 1 5 
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will ever juſtify me to myſelf in becoming 1 

your wife, or you in my eyes for accepting 
me as ſuch. Lord 
and who can doubt; his firmneſs, that his 
conſent never ſhall be obtained, the conſe- 
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ns the opened the door, farewel.” She 
cloſed it, and, her taſk over, her powers 
forſook her, and ſhe ſunk into a chair mo- 


tionleſs, and neatly without recollection. 
There was nobody to obſerve her, and ſhe 

had time to return to herſelf. Suddenly 
ſhe heard a movement in the room ſhe had: 
quitted, ſhe aroſe haſtily, and paſling up a 


pair of back ſtairs, took · refuge in her own 
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perance chat allowed his reaſon no weight, 
and urged him to reſolutions that could 
only perpetuate and juſtify his miſery. Mr. 
Tbornton at length ſucceeded in calming 
him, but he could not prevail with him to 
b relinquiſh the idea of endeavouring to ex- 
tort from Ellen a promiſe that ſhe would 
preſerve her heart for him, and wait in the 
hope that he might by ſome means induce 
his father to withdraw his objections. Mr. 
Thornton in vain repreſented that he had 
no reaſon to doubt Ellen's joyful acqui- 
 eſcence to:any meaſure that tended to unite 
them, and which had Lord Villars's ſanc- 
tian, nor had he any thing to fear from the 
lightneſs of her mind, or the variableneſs of 
der inclination; but to ſeek any conceſſion 
on her part at this time, and much more 
any promiſe, would be to make all the re- 
| folution. ſhe had bitherts ſhewn appear as 
a mean ſubterfuge, and would, ig fact, in 
| its effect, entirely deſtroy what ſhe moſ? 
nene eee _ de 0 to us 
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- Elen, not n Jad afli ted 
more patient than Henry, had indulged 
herſelf in one day's ſelcufion from her fa- 
mily: The happineſs ſhe had given up was 
too dear to her heart, not to demand from 
her a ſincere tribute of grief to iis memory. 
And indeed the agitation that her mind had 
3 re for the laſt twenty. four hours, 
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Hlenry sel as i Wette were ſtill ü . 
Wing to be done, and it was intolera- | 

ble to him, to fit down in ina 
neſs. It was ſon 


ive hopeleſſ- 


ged every evening 


his letter was returned; but 
again he wrote becauſe tow 


2 


e 


de it eceſſary that in private ſhe med. | 
1 and regulate her feelings. She ſaw, 


|bowoner, her father, and * in W ca- 
elles 925 


8 „„ 


e relief to him to ſeek Ellen 
in the wood, though ſure not to find her 
there: He acknowle | 
that the purſuit was in vain, yet went out 
every morning with revived expectation. . 
He wrote a 10 
Tite was to do 05 
. ſomething, and while he made the effort, be 
for 1 re moments e egen 780 m_— 


VS. Chis; 


Ellen's heart, while Ellen appeared uncon 
5 of her e to hutt her. She fo 


8 "x8 Seki OR a ng por ET 
0s oil morrow che appeared again . 
the breakfaſt rogm, reſume ed her a 

ed employments, and endeayoured, by 
pecking like cheerfulneſs to do her part 
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ee cmd of 5 eee as. tage 
and ſarcaſms rather lacerated her own ra 


felt cen 
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"With the thovglus. 8 xy [ 


wid, not diſturb 1 


* Sy 


ed that the image of Henry 


ſeif— perhaps ſhe . 
uld never 


depart from her mind, but ſhe neither told 
herſelf that i it would beſo, ne 


or. encouraged 
the. idea hep. it occurred. Having lo- 


ſolved 


4 3 


TIS” 


| fone; ec it, lead where it w 
if, in the preſent depreſſed ſtate of her : 
5 mind, ſhe formed a wiſh, it was to hear that | 
Henry was 1 wo SPSS with bertel ; 
n 5 
But dener this —— and was + 
the certain road to happineſs in time to 
come, for the preſent” ſhe was more than 
ſuficiently/ wretched to have gratified the 
wiſh of che moſt malignant: It was hot Ppoſ- . 
ſible to obliterate with a wiſh all remem= 
brances" of paſt delight, or promiſed feli- 
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(fore, and that in rein- 
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was not poſſible to forget that 
Henry had been” alike the choice of her 
_ and of ö er reaſon; that Bis love had 


dani it the made him as wretched as 
ſhe made herſelf the thought indeed * 
is miſery was often more than ſhe could 


bear. The work was ſuſpended, and the 


bai ben from her hand, when her too 
faithful memory repreſented bis tranſports 
and his deſpair; His idea was, in fact, ſo 
I” unite 


uld, and 


with every thing ſhe did, or 1 1 
1 Re 6 5 W 5 3 
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chought, with eve! 
with every-occup!; ted,” that 
6 to forget him was impoſlible, and ſhe ſome- 
times doubted if ſhe ſhould ever be able 8 
remember him with leſs pan than At 


the PRI» moment. ee "2g 
Wb AE "Pf ny: . 


15 It i is PUREE FRY ere . very latte . 
3 for making the experiment, he was every 
day at Groby Manor, and though ſhe con- 
ſtantly refuſed to ſee him, this did not make 
him forbear attempting tothrow himſelf in 
ber way, in all their formerly moſt. fre- 
quented walks. He wrote to her continu- 
ally, his letters were unſealed but ſhe re- 
turned them unread; again he wrote to 
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her, and he employed. her. ſiſters. to inform 
her, that he could not believe ſhe did him 

5 the ne to efuls to look i into 7 1 3 
TEK. Ale. Mordaunt eee eee 

2s he was touched with the moſt; ſincere 
ceompaſſion for his ſufferings, was willing 
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w tles this un reaſdha bibel for ſome 
little time, hoping that ſuch indulgence _ 
would lead him to reſume more command 
over himſelf: But, in the mean time his 
heart bled for Ellen, on whom, in ſpite of 
ber ſelf. command and fortitude, this cy: 
; cution __ _- Yo ous eek.” 
4 Mi At ad Mr. An e himſelk 
obliged to tell the unfortunate Henry, that 
be could no longer ſuffer him to haunt the 
- environs of Groby Manor, and that if he 
wiſhed-to preſerve his friendſhip, he muſt 
quit Northumberland: Henry's ſpirit took 
this ill, and he declared that nothing but 
an order under Ellen's hand ſhould induee 
wee to e ny: Nee e 
Eben 8 _ bled for his ane. 
- forgot her « ane 


e wouls os kim « once be Gaid fey” 


4 whatever it might coſt me, but in ſeeing 


= what relief ſhall DB afford him? r 
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POR my heart; he knows: how. L fafſer 
with him, if we meet we. ball ee 
"_ +” eget en ined: Dead alan 
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Mr. Mordaunt eee te to write 
to him. This was not an eaſy taſk, but 
ſhe hoped ſome good might ariſe from her 
letter, and ſhe reſolved to write After 
many leſs ſucceſsful 217 ny * oy d 


| ſhe ne him ihe ne | Hg) 


«Its Jn 1 abt your 4" 
| ject me.to, my dear couſin, why do you 
force me to appear ſevere and unkind, when 


l aim only at being juſt and true? The re- 
lief that you require from me l have it not 


in my power to grant, but in the example 


of obedience that I ſeek to ſet you, I offer 
you all. the conſolation that our unhappy. 
cCircumſtances allow: Aſſure yourſelf I have 
not read your letters: How harſh it ſounds 
to ſay, that while affairs remain as they 


now are 1 never will—This is the laſt . 


my writing that I can addreſs to you, Of 
W ee = 
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that which 
friendſhipgive alone remains. 
have me believe that with ao 
you will 


If you would 
vou have forfeited even 7 
5 endeavour: to make that taſk! ey which L 


muſt perform, however difficult. -PFentreat 
you to leave Northumberland, and if we 


Adieu, and every bleſſing be your's 
a nds: on virtue; if there were a 
2 apart from rectitude, ſuch is the ho. 

neſty of my affection, that I could not wiſh- : 
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i all, this was. 4 
Ellen cs 


g to write a 


Henry with 
tears af Ii an Fargo To ſee Ellen 8 
hand writing addreffed to bim, filled his 
mind with joy, but there were ſome touches 
in the letter, and more 
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| to madneſs. —He obſerved: that ſbe no no . 


longer called him her dear Henry, but her 


dear couſin, as if the affection ſhe bore him : 


was no longer appropriate to himſelf, 


? belonged only 10 the relation he held "Pl 2 


wards her. The relinquiſhing for ever all 
power over him but what aroſe from friend- 
hip and good- will, ſhewed him that, ſhe 


Ab 


did not wiſh to owe even his compliance 
with her requeſt, to any more ardent or 


particular feeling; her earneſtneſs that if 
ever they met again, they ſhould me 
without - ſelf-reproach, convinced him of, 
her adhererence to her principle, that their 
preſent ſeparation ought to be conſidered 


as the termination of their engagement, a 


that if they were again to meer it Aae 
only as friends. The intimation that ſhe 
wiſhed hi n no {happineſs independent of 
rectitude, he: ak pointed out a deſire 
that he ſhould fully comply with his father's. 


' wiſhes. All theſe obſervations filled him: | . 


with the. aft . 1 8 and the laſt 


x: * 


nm 


aich nd den Was miſiaken) with- 
+4 . reſentment. Nothing he 
and was to be hoped for from a 


Init continuance - in Northumberland, 


. he therefore determined to bas paſs” 


- , * 7 3 of 0 i 8 5 7 
58 8 — 4, "gs : . | 1 be 


bs a to Mes, Thorat ton a 1 
s, which as he aſſured her they were his 
laſt farewell, ſhe did not ſeru ple to receive, 
and to We that Ellen ſhould Fon ret 
1 Thus tie wrote: SE (EAT ES” 
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e . . k F . „be ten. » y 4 * | 
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- I 1 qo it, and I comply. 


But it is not the cool principle of friendſhip 
that gives ſuch abſolute. power over the 


mind; it is not a ſenſe of your good. aui! 


that throws me a vagabond on the world, 


without an object, without a motive for 


action, and delivers me upto all its dangers, 


robbed of the polar ſtar, Hope, to direct 
my courſe. You have withdrawn your be- 
neficial influence, but it is not in your 
power to withdraw that which may impel 
e to my ruin. They tell me 
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Henry's mind that filled her with horror 
—it made her call in queſtion the 
of all ſhe had done—ſhefelt rſelf account - 
able for any exceſs 
mit, and ſhe knew not that ſh 

by any motive from it 
Hal an nt 
ways acted like a c 
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tue and prudence. While ſhe believed | 
herſelf right, whatever ſhe ſuffered in being 
Oo, ſhe retained a ſource of comfort in her 
own breaſt that calmed her moſt tumul - 
tuous paſſions, and lulled her loudeſt 
lj the ſuppoſition that ſhe - was 


. wrong deſtroyed this calm, and _— ** vp 
to the moſt eee N 
= 81 was at one moment kla to —— j 9 
OE al ſhe had done, to declare her adherence 4 
te her engagements with Henry, a MX 
deſign to wait till Lord Villars either with- 2 
drew his objections, or was no longer able 1 
to enforce them: But the conviction that 0 
the was influenced to ſuch deſigns rather 1 
by the complainings of Henry than by any : 


reaſonings of her own, made her firſt heſi- 
ate as to the rectitude of ſuch a ſtep, and 
then abandon the idea altogether. Some- 

times ſhe thought to write to Henry, 

openly to acknowledge all ſhe ſuffered, and 
unequivocally to declare that her regards 
8 ee, e the ſame as n but 5 
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that this was, in fact, to 
ell him only that, wot: whic * he could not 
doubt, and that as it could not be followed 
by any yielding of reſolution on her part, it 
would only ſerve to revive a hope that muſt 
again be loſt in ſtill bitterer eee . 
ment; ſhe conſidered farther, that: as ſhe 
had declared her renunciation of him to be 
final, whatever affection ne might in ſuch 
early days of their ſeparation ſtill be allowed 
to entertain for him, yet that it ought by 
hour to become leſs and leſs, 
and that therefore ſhe was bound to avoid 
might ſeem to promiſe 
Aa: continuance of: this love, or which: might 
encourage him to keep alive in his breaſt 
a paſſion ſhe had wacher him to ſacrifice. 
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the completion of thoſe views that he 


no means gave 


up; he was however aware 


that even tenderneſs from him at this time 
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' would each be happy aſunder ſhe had no 
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at the Park, from whence his father Was 
abſent, exiting an anxious defire to ſee _ 
him, and aſſuring him he ſhould ſee nobody 
there that he did not wiſh to ſee: This 
concluſion was meant to point to 
Almeria, ad it was ſo ae 
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Lady Villars all the conſolation that he had 


hoped; but he was diſappointed in his ex- 
pectation of drawing her over to his fide. 


Of the Juſtice or injuſlice of the matter, 
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Lord Villars, on this intimation, went 
| Witt to the Park, and by the moſt 
and the kindeſt manners, 
ſtrove to regain the confidence, and awaken 


winning addreſs, 


the dormant affection of his ſon.” He ſpok 
to him of Ellen, and always in the mo 


flattering terms; ſcarcely ſeemed leſs hurt 


than Henry that ſo much merit ſhould be 
loſt to them, and deplored the wy 
(upon the ſtrength of which he always took 
care to dwell) that ſeparated them; of any 


farther choice he gave no hint, ſaving that ; 
he ſometimes ſaid, that with the ſingle qua- 
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Ae felt it as a balm to his wounds, and was 


ſometimes ſo far ſeduced by it, as to hope 


that in time his father might relent; he 


wiſhed therefore for every reaſon to preſerve 


: the good underſtanding between them, and 
Ellen had ſoon the conſolation of hearing 
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picious, Henry could not be long inſenſible. 
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would not perhar s have been very ce onk 
to any mind leſs true and dilinteteſted 
Ellen s but in having given 'upuHehry 

to a ſenſe of _ ſhe bad mage: noreſerya- _ 
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heart; as to know that he began to r EY 
his peace of mind, and to reſume the pa | 
of duty and obedience; it would i | 


ultimately, ſhe doubted not, to 
with ſome woman of his father s choice, De 
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this idea occurred, but that the 1 alſo 
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her conſtitution ſunk under that which me 
made to appear eaſy and cheerful, while 
her heart was torn RY 15 — 
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creeping over all her faculties; and he felt, 
with ſomething e eee * 
he thought he faw ever 
the taſk of Ting: eb to an Wen 


nately placed paſſion. Ellen had felt 


that there was ſo much to condemn in 


Henry's letter, that ſhe had carefully 
concealed its contents from every creature. 
Mr. Mordaunt knew not therefore the real 
N 5 ſpring from 'whehee her bittereſt ſorrow 5 


rd beine 0 * a ſaw, with ſurpriſe, | 


aſs improvement take place both in her 
looks and m__ from the moinent ſhe 
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_ anxiety, ber increaſing thinneſs, her loſs of 
cColour, and a kind of feebleneſs that ſeemed 


- Ellen unequal to 
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ber of Henry, ſeemed as unreaſonable as 
to expect that eaſe ſhould be reſtored to a 
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s time Mr. Mo ordaunt a: a 
ide en take place daily in 
Ellen: Bex to ſuppoſe that a perfect cure 


could be wroug t while ſhe contiuued ac 


 Groby Manor, where every object reminde 


perſon while ſtill beund to the rack. Mr. 
Mordaunt felt that ſhe called for every 
aſſiſtance poſſible for her to receive, and 
however i inconvenient it might be with re- 
gard to pecuniary conſiderations, he deter- 
mined, with his family, to dees rx of 
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amen it called for- She knew the reluc- 
tance that ſhe felt to quit Groby Manor, 
was an unfavourable ſymptom; and ſhe 
, hoped change of place might indeed con- 
tribute towards making her more the _ 
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Henry i in the meanwhile 8 at the 
Park, a prey to the moſt tormenting diſ- 
quietude; not able to reſign, his be 
and every day ſeeing let and leſs reaſon to 

hope, their ie enn, 

"Look Villars N . on he: ng of | 

- Henry there appeared nothing like a return 
to cheerfulneſs, and he began to ſuſpect, 
that ſo far from intending to get the bet- 
ter of his paſſion for Ellen, he ſecretly 
nouriſhed it, and that having reſolved to 
keep himſelf free from every other engage · 
ment, he locked forward to the time when 
his father's death would ſer him at liberty 
to follow his own. 5 The no- 
marriage of Henry Was nearly as detri- 
mental to Lord Villars' family views, as his 
: marriage with a woman of no fortune, and 
he dreaded ſeeing his ſon confirmed in ſen 
timents that he knew it would be beyond 
and ſtretch of his power to overthrow. He 
had indeed, gueſſed pretty nearly the ſtate 
of Henry's mind; ſomething, much re- 
vor. * LK: > ſembling 
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_ſembling the above plan, was forming it 


„elf ſtrongly 1 into a reſolution, except that i 


not daring -t date his happineſs from his 
fathet's dearli, „ he Had ſubſtitured in idea 


the vague term of ſome diftant period, 
though well his reaſon aſſured him, that no 


> 


| Period, however di ſtant, during his father” 8 
life, could unite bim, with his conſent, to 
Ellen. Haviog in ſome meaſure fixed his 


, Own plan, the thought | that moſt tormented 


him, aroſe from the apprehenſion that Ellen 


might, be induced to connect herſelf with 


| { another. | It was this fear that had made 


him ſo ſtrenuous to draw from her a pro- 
miſe, that ſhe would preſerve her heart for 
him; her refuſal had nearly diſtracted him, 
and thedread that her yielding might make 
all his, conſtancy vain ſtill continued to 
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power he had ſeparated Henry and Ellen, 


ey waren W no farther : : Tv * 


al 


_ Henry to take another wife, was what he 
could not do; and he now ſaw, that it was 
only from the change time mitzht make in 

the inclinations of Henry, that he could 
hope the compleat ſucceſs of his deſigns. 

Jo keep him in the country, brooding over 
his diſappointment, and indulging in ro- 

mantic plans of everlaſting conſtancy, was 
not the way to accelerate this change, he 
therefore caught eagerly at a wiſh, ſlightly 
_ expreſſed by Henry, that he might be al- 
lowed to go for ſome time to his chambers 
in town—to town therefore he went, and 
Lord Villars employed every art to draw 
him from the gloom: of Lincoln '-Inn ro 
the haunts of gaiety and amuſement, He 
had the ſatisfaction to hear, that his N 5 
were not ee eee 1 
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1 ſome: time W er eg h 
Hen ry began to regain. his cheerfulneſs, to 
aſſociate with the young and the diſſipateq, 
and to be once again the delight of his 
companions ; ; he now ſtood, on the preci- = 
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 pice, and in the wreck of his love and ap- 
pineſs his e and his virtue were 


von m__ nn 


But to the milchiefs to which the _ 


mary views of a parent expoſed him, he was 


preſerved by his paſſion for a virtuous wo- 


man, from whom that parent wiſhed to 
Tever him for ever. The miſery of his n 
when alone drove him inte company, nor 

was it the ſtill voice of rational converſe, 
or the quiet complacence of domeſtic ſcenes 
that could overcome the louder note of 
grief that ſpake within, or controul the 
contending paſſions that were boiling in his 
breaſt : Paſſion muſt be oppoſed to paf- 
fon, the feſtive roar of laughter, the diſ- 
ſonant bray of Bacchus, were alone ſuffi- 
ciently powerful to overcome the ſenſe he 
retained of his diſappointment ; no 'Won- 
der if, in ſuch e with a mind fo 


Aiſordered, his 


| © Pulle's maddening play, | N 
Wild ſent him Pleaſure's devious wal - 


« Miſled by Fancy's meteor ray, 
By paſſion driv n. 
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| Who does not tremble for Reni One! 
| ftep beyond where now he ſtood, and he: 
bad fallen, not to riſe again, but through. 
the rugged paths of penitence and remorſe, 


But the words in Ellen's levers of$ if 
ever we meet again, let us meet fres from 
ſelf reproach,” had never departed from 
his memory To meet again, to meet again 
as allowably dear to each other, as they! 
had once been, was a hope ſo interwoyen 
with his very exiſtence, that he felt life 

and it muſt expire together; but to meet 
her un vorthy of her, was a miſery beyond 
any he had yet known; to loſe her by his 
own. fault he knew would be diſtraction, 
and ſtarting from the idea with horror, he! 
reſolved to quit a life where every moment 
teemed with temptations which he could 


not yield to without entailing on bimſelf, 5 
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en to fete Englandp and received a Way | 
compliance with his wilhe: 


however, earneſtly defired to ſee him firſt, 


and Henry haſtened down i into Hampſhire. 
Eord Villars had artfully” ſent off Lady 
Villars into Devonſhire before his arrival, 
and when Henry aſked for his mother; he 
was told where ſhe was, and that ſhe was ſo 


much indiſpoſed that ſhe could not travel 
ioto Hampſhire to ſee him, and ſtill leſs 


could ſhe ſuffer him to =_ e Fe vin 
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Tal ee was however young and 
e000 ſhewed bim ſo flattering | 
a preference, that Henry, who was no an- 
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Almeria was 2 lende a bavdh 
who either felt or cared for no cobſe- 
quence, let her ſay or do what ſhe would; 
the laughed and romped with Henry, ral- 
lied his grave airs, talked 'of her own paſ- 

ſion, boaſted ihe conſtancy with which ſhe 

would wait his return, and ſeemed ſo ſure 

ol her paſſion being anſwered, that it 
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-appetile 20 itt: her ſhe was nalin: 
£ - Henry was amuſed, and perhaps/ flatrered 
by all this, but his heart was only the more 
immoveably attached to Ellen; for who 
could have thought of exchanging her for 
Lady Almeria? His ſpirits received great 
improvement from bis ſojourn in Devon- 
ſhire, but he quitred: England without 
having wavered for a moment in his reſo· 


| ien of _ no ber Ow but Ellen. 
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TY into Devonſhire, 10 raiſe his hopes; 
but he alſo-ſaw/ that while Ellen remained 
-unmarried, they probably would never be 
- fulfilled, her mariiage, therefore became a 
point with him, and he employed his ber 
to bring this about if 3 err 
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viſit Henry had made in Devonſhire, and 
ſhe learnt it under all the exaggerated form 
that malicious miſtepreſentation can give. 
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4 fuppole him virtuous, 
In voices well divulged, free, learn'd and valiant ; 
And in dimenſion, and the 27 of nature, 
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3 _ wy whole Mordaunt ah mdr now 
3 been ſome months at Bath; Ellen 
bad impoſed upon herſelf to partake « of all 
the amuſements of the place, ſhe therefore 

© refuſed no amuſement that was offered her. 
"The mornings were ſ pent at breakfaſts, and 
the evenings in balls. But a way of life ſo 
little ſuited either to her preſent inclinations, 
or to her habits, exhauſted both her mind 
and ow and ſhe was often 8 
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more ſuited rs. Ellen's 'adiſpoGrioa, than 
e preſent ſtate of her heart. 
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the works ; he Had abner nb 

life abroad, was a man of ſenſe and obſer. 
vation, and particularly excelled i in the art 
of converſation; hen filent there was ſdme- | 
thing auftete in his countenantce and man- 


ner, büt when he [poke the gloom difperſ- 


ed, and he appeared all galety and god 
ortune was imple; ard it 


Wis uncfetſtood amongſk bis ncqügintance 


chat he was refbleed to fetcle in EhgläfH 
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| 18 was apparent from Sir Willam's firſt 
Pr ons of Ellen; that H&"watthetl her 


ütkentively, but be ſcemed tather to Rudy 


tif ꝛcharüctef hu to be in love with her 


perſon. - boos eee Wülkm Ack. 
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could obtrude the idea of a lovet upon het 
| fancy, ſhe ſaw him every day the fame, po- 
Hee, obliging, and friendly 5" büt though 


Henry, Ellen's: prototype of love, was all 
there; he was ſo much more, that it was 

inpoſlibleithar Ellen ſhould believe effects 
fo different ſhould ſpring - from the ſame 
Edtife; it never once octutred to her that 


Sit William ſought her for 4 wf, and had 
| ſhe been conſulted on the ſubject, the would 
have thought ber ina ſiſter mote  fuited 
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William or of Mr, Mordaunt. The latter 
thought he faw, in an union with Sit Wil- 

Ham Ackland; an aſylum for Ellen from 
all the ill Harkitt- of her mother; in tlie 


opulence of Sir William's fortune he bellex- 


ed was ſecured to Ellen à never falling 
ſource of the indulgente vf her benevolence, 


and he ihought ber ſitoation, As his wife, 
| would 
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Urngderſtanding. and all the virtues of her 


heart. All the enquiries he could 


| into che character of Sir William. were a an» 


ſwered, fayorably.; and though, thro” bis 


long abſence from England, he was not int 
timately known, to any body, he wasunie 
veerfally ſpoken of as a man of a hberal 
mind, integrity, and. virtuous: diſpoſitions; 
it ſoon,. therefore became, the favourite wiſn 


A Mr. Mordaunt, to ſee Ellen united with 


Sir 
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o Elles had, 3 an open * 


feſſed lover. He alſo was a Baronet, a ſtout 
hale man of fifty,. who, with, a good conſtie 
55 tution, and two thouſand pounds. a.year, 
declared he wanted nothing but a young 
Vie, and an beir to his eſtate. Ellen laugh- 

| ed both at his wants and his wiſhes, nor did | 
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But if Mr. Mordaunt dekirel Sit William 
Ackland fot hisſon-in-law, Mrs. Mordaunt 
had not leſs earneſtly fixed her mind upon 
; Sir John Sinclair. By” marryi ng Ellen-to 
him, ſhe would fulfil'the-taſk Lord Villars - 
bad given her to perform, and by giving 
ſuch an huſband to Ellen, ſhe would gra» 
tify the never ceaſing diſlike ſhe: entertain 
ed towards her. For a girl with fifteen 
Hundr pounds, her fortune, to refuſe 
ſuch an eſlabliſhment, appeared to her 
1 and poor Ellen was obliged to be 
very ſerious in a matter that appe⸗ e 

 culous: to her. . NY TEES 
30 Her ieady n. re afal of! PEN Howie drew 
upon her, from her mother, ſo: much Te> 
proach and obloquy, as made her life com- 
pleatly wretched. Sir William Ackland 
carefully obſerved all the family pr 

NF ings in this) matter, and he was not more 
SOM | | '2 Pleaſed ; 
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pleaſed: to denk tböt perumary dran 
tage alone would not diſpoſd of Ellen, than 
he was with the mildneſs with which ſhe 
endiired all the WH treatment her oppoſition 
to her ni6thet's anteaſonable defires otca- 
ſioned her. He wiſhed indeed to ſee how | 
ſhe would conduct herſelf to a younget 
lover} for chere was ſometliing in the ridi- 
eule with which, while the affair continued 
a laughing mitter in the family, ſhe had 
treated the notion of Sir John Sinolair's 
thinking hichfelf a ſuitable huſband for 
her,- that had preſſed ratiſer unpleaſantiy 
upon ſome of Sir Williant's feelings * nor 
| N e Wiſhes long ungratife. 
Amongſt che numerous partners whom 
the fortune of the dance had conſigned to 
Ellen, there was one young man, who be- 
ug juſt come to his eſtate, and maſter of 
hitnſelf, imagined that the firſt woman he 


liked to flirt with; was the one with whom = 


de could be happy for life; he made love 
with the ſame/ caſe he would have made 
tea and received Ellen's: refuſal with the 


: Gs non-chalance as he had made Jo his pro: 
poſal. As be wanted neither, ſake or mo: 
ney, was handſome and full as well bred as 
moſt of the young men of th 
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not raiſe one emotion of any kind in her 
mind, and that marriage was ihe thing leaft 


in her thoughts, and her wiſhes ; but the 


talkers around her fought/for-fome leſs ſim- 
ple cauſe, to account: ſor à young woman 


of ſmall fortune, refuſing to ſettle herſelf 5 


advantageouſly in the world; with many it 


dy Sinclair, but Sir William knew this was 
not the caſe;—others averred that ſhe had 
fixed her hopes and deſigns upon Sir Wil- 
liam himſelf, and this Sir William felt not 
at all diſpoſed to queſtion, he was en 
mented by ſo many upon his conqueſt, that 
he bega to perſi wade himſelf, (what cannot 
love and vanity Peſuade 4 man wa that 
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If ſhe refuledthe rich and: this piutgs it was 
becauſe his merit had penetrated * her heart. 
The complaiſance and attention with which 
ſhe always liſte ned to him, and the ſupe- 
riority that his perſonal attractions and out- 
ward manners gave him over all the other 
men who approached her, made this no very 


extraordinary or unpardonable miſtake: On 


this miſtake he grounded his — of 1 


Warden kimſelf t to ene 
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The GA was now far ad banden 6 


the family were to quit Bath in leſs: Oy 4 
fortnight; Sir William therefore wilh 


of his future intentions. He accordingly 


Seen his heart to Mr. Mordaunt, but he 


repreſented to him that being only a few 


weck returned to England, he had much 
buſineſs to adjuſt before he could enter 
into matrimony: he therefote purpoſed to 
arrange his affairs, to viſit his country reſi- 


encouraged him to hope, he flattered him- 


fore he loſt ſight of them, to eee 
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felf he mig} ut be allowed to pay hisdevoirs. 
w ee in Northumberland. t 6 n 
lr, an en Sie! : William's | 
_ delaration-with' manifeſt pleaſure, and with 
che ſtankneſs that diſtinguiſhed his'charac- 
ter, immediately informed him of the at 
tachment that had ſubſiſted between Ellen 
and Henry; be repreſented the caſe exact- 
b it was, and aſſured Sir William, that 
he had no doubt but that Ellen's mind 
grew every day more free from every remain 
of predeliction in her couſin's favor, but 
he gave it as his opinion, that as Sir Wil- 
ham muſt of neceſſity be ſome weeks be⸗ 
fore he could openly declate himſelf, it 
might be productive of good effects if he: 
deferred his intended viſit into Northum- 
berland till the autumn; in the mean time 
Mr. Mordaunt promiſed to obſerve the in- 


clinations of his daughter, and to deal with 


perfect fairneſs in the repreſentations he 
ſhould make of them, from time to dime, | 
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Mr. Mordaunt, who could not conceive 


twenty, fo have fallen in love with him, or 


che tortures of aer and en Bur t 


-T his prior 8 of Ellen's . in a 


nity, her indifference to the riches of Sir 


his better fortune rather to time, and perhaps 


© in his behalf an to his own merit. 
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chat a man, who had paſſed his fortieth 
year, could expect a young woman, not yet 


that it was probable that ſhe ſhould not have 
| had ſome attachment or prepoſſeſſion more 
ſuited to her years, had no ſuſpicion that by 
the frankneſs of his dealing he pierced: Sir 
William's heart with the mot ſenſible dic 
appointment, and opened it in future to all 


vay not at all flattering to Sir William's va« | 
John Sinclair, and the youth of Mr. Bowden, 
5 and if he were to hope it were to be overs 


come in his favor, he found he was to -e 


x to the recommendation of a parent, intereſt· 


| (> /Thechagrin debe on this Adee 3 
made him readily come. into Mr. Mor- 
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daunt's propoſal, that any farther declara- 
tion ſhould be delayed, and he deſigned to 
quit Bath without again ſeeing Ellen; acci- 
dent however prevented this. Going to vi- 
fit Mr. Mordaunt one evening, when he had 
underſtood ſhe was to be at the ball, he 
found her in the drawing room, and the ap- 
| peared, from the accidental mode of her 
Areſs, or from ſome other cauſe, moreattrac- 
tive in ber manner and n than Ne 55 
Had ever before WAALS her, ae 
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There was a naiveté and truth in theſe. 
words, thas Went to Sir William's heut. : 
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LW; If L am n not t to * 05 hank ml 
: loved,“ ſaid he to himſelf, may be the 
* ſecond ; and if from this moment. I might 
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coy this nigh Ge Tor Ms. Mordaunt 
was wholly, forgotten, and Sir William's at- 
tentions and admiration were ſo apparent, 
that Ellen could not help ſeeing him in a 
light he had never appeared to her in- be- 


and ſhe replied with ſo much praiſe of Sir 
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ſelf! in e of his wiſhes... 1 


Tbe effect . evening. had 8 
= William was ſuch, that inſtead. of leaving 
Bath at the time he deſigned, he continued 
there, till the laſt moment of Mr. Mor- 


5 dna 8 ſtay, ane forms fo a hours i in his 
| houſe, 
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fore. When he was gone, Mr. Mordaunt 
ventured to rally Ellen on her conqueſt, 


William, that Mr. Mordaunt thought him- 
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voa. and with- Ellen, 88 could not 
but, that at leaſt for the preſent, the Wh 
had nd, the way to his heart. This wass . 1 
2 diſcovery that certainly gave her no plea- $1 
ſure, but neither did it excite ane pain, 
or give her any very lively alarm: There 
was ſomething ſo guarded exen in the ad- 
miration that Sir William expreſſed, as ea 
1 fly perſuaded. Ellen, who had no vanit to „ 
ract her wiſhes, chat he thought mm 
of her as a wife, and that when once out of 
. ght ſhe ſhould be thought of no more. 
. was, however, with great ſatisfaction, 
that ſhe ſaw. herſelf removed from Bath, and 
the < gut of Groby Manor mad. e her heart 
throb With delight, - «, Here,“ ſaid ſhe to 
herſelf . all Had an aſylum from all 
5 gallantiy, it in choſe ſhades there v will be no 
conceri but the concert of the birds, 20 
an bur e the Frede. of the leaves. : 


«+, 5 5 7 
+ ot 2 * 18 Fats vi 2 1 * 7 5 F 


” bw. þ ks to _ ge M 
friends,” laid "the: as the embraced. firſt one 
and then the other, "TY have, not known. * 
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Her return to © G 3roby. Manor famed: to 
give her new life, and unknown to herſelf, 
che eſcape ſhe thought ſhe had had from Sir 
William Ackland diffuſed peace wag: Cheer- 
ry over her mind. 
be vita all tide: Sprich d a 
bin ſhe had not experienced ſince her loſs 
of Henry; and Mr. Mordaunt thought him- 
felf authorized in giving Sir William the 


moſt dens accounts 1 her diſpoſitions. 
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Ellen had, So one ite 1105 
bor unhappineſs, which neither her reaſon 
or her patience could preſerve her from 
: feeting—this was the increaſed ill humour 
of her mother. ' Bafffed in her ſcheme of 
marrying her, perfuaded that Ellen! in ſecret 
meant to preſerve herſelf for Henry, her re- 
ſentment and malice towards her knew no 

| bounds; there was no one moment of the 

| day when the did not make ber feel the 
fangs of her malevolence; ; all Mr. Mor- 


daant's rn could not t mield Ellen 
from 
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- li the ſtorm; che tongue i is an ien 
ment of eyil that cannot be reſtrained: bit- 
ter taunts, and ſevere reproaches, may be 
reſented, but cannot when we are compel- 
led to live with the tormentor, be avoided; 
Ellen's duplicity and preſumption were the 
continual topics. of her mother's diſcourſe, . 
and with theſe ſhe took care to mingle the 
moſt confident aſſurances that all would 
prove vain, and that Henry would return 
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1 ſhe could at the a dane mY 
uy. made Mr. Mordaunt more and more 
impatient to ſee her under the protect ion 
of a man of worth, and to have her prove 


by her marriage, the "A e , * of MIS. Mor- 8 
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eee, — Me. Mandan 56 . 
aerined to delay his confent no longer than * 


be nad.opene the matter fully to Ellen. 
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: NE day, when Mrs. Mordaunt had 


been more than commonly injurious, 
Ellen had withdrawn herſelf to her favorite | 
| wood, and had juſt caſed her ſwelling heat | yy 
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bre lese 1 of/ tears; when her father, 
had purpoſely followed her from the houſe, 


joined er would have concealed her 5 
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1 K Ellen; : laid he; 3. <:your mo- 
- ther» de no delicacy from you; d 
not, for her ſake, depri ve me of your full | 
confidence, the ſympathy of one parent is 2 + 
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durgs/ "Jug gompeaſayon for the eruelty ef 
another.“ 8 ES 9 85 5 1 
85 wür kindneſs, my fuer," di the 1 
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pendant of Sir Willian Ws . E 


tainty, that in à few months be was to re- 


turn and marry Lady Almeria. This cir 


icuniftance had not, tis true, made any 


part of her motive for her preſent conduct, 


but it was impoſſible not to conſider it as 
an addition to: the perſonal happinleſs ſhe 
promiſed herſelf. The fear that in yield | 
ing ſo amplicitlyſ to his father's will, he had 
2 been too careleſs of that felicity vhich only 


can be ſecured: by the wiſe choice of a part: 
ner fot life, youl ſome 


* 


It ieee en e he) 
to decide a queſtion of which I know ſo lit- 


harſhly ane my dam, 1 11 55 85 


tulation on acting right, and nan N 
that ſhe ſhould not by her new connexions 
. grieve Henry. She underſtood, as a cer- 


times obtrude i it- 


ſelf, but 88 red EE» Li 
15 fs $4.32; 5 5117 22 . 8 * 3 5 
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"od Thete/ were ether uncertain been $2 
f and vague ſuſpicions, which ſhe found her- 
ſelf when they occurred, leſs able to baniſn 
from her migd, and which N N Fe. 
: 1 intereſts nearer. e 
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| There were ſome Abt )O! 4 els 
| of Sir William's temper, and the en 5 

bl his mind; ſhe ſcarcely knew from what : 
| duch fuſpicions aroſe; perhaps froma word 
or look to a ſervant, an opinion careleſsly 5 
dropped in common converſation, an over 5 
ſolicitude for trifles, a ſomething of coming „ a 
mort, as it were, of the thing ſhe wiſhed, _ I 

| __ than any thing directly inimical to 

it. She had to oppoſe” to theſe ſuſpiciaus 
Tos een and handſomeneſs with which 1 
ſhe knew he had dealt in bene. 5 
ment, and in all tranſactions with her fa- 9 
ther, the unvaried good- humour and ſweet - a 
_ neſs of temper which he diſplayed towards — 
her, with the exception of what might he 
called the complainings of too ardent a 
Jove, an exception which, however ſue 


| „ | n 20088, TS: 
might n \the hardly. knew | how 6 to 
aha. EH e rag 
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10 ck mani e ED _ 
pleaſantneſs of his converſation, and his 
deſire of accommodation in all matters in 

Shich ſhe was concerned. Sometimes ſhe 
thought this a little ſtudied; but ſhe check- 
xd herſcif in what ſhe thought might be 
100 great a faſtidiouſneſa, and ſometimes 
ſhe ſeated, that whatever idea aroſe in her 

mind to the diſadvantage of Sir William, 
might be wholly owing to à compariſon, - 

which, do what ſhe would, would ſome- 


T3 


dummes force itſelf upon her. When this 


ahought - occurred; ſhe condemned herſelf as 
"unjuſt, and almoſt criminal, and Sir Wil- 
lamm vas dearer to her from the ſenſe of the 

"Ui __ ONE the hailalave mes 
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5 1 word, he he had made that progreſs in 
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 Henceforeh to n beſt friend, that ird. 
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nde! wholly upon Sir William” s ſelf to 
ſecure her love and her e for life. 


It is not to be doubted, that Lord Vil- 
lars received the accounts of Ellen's in- 
tended marriage with the moſt heart. felt 
ſatisfaction; but it was a ſatisfaction that 
he judged it expedient at preſent to con- 
ceal carefully from his ſon; he imagined 

that he could never plead ſuch an example 
of ſubmiſſion ſo irreſiſtibly as in the mo- 
ment when the final and certain overthrow 
of all his hopes ſhould fill the breaſt of 
Henry with grief, diſappointment, and 
Dee reſentment. „ 


. N „ #IP 


* 


Lord Villars entreated his fiſter to 913 
Ellen as happy and pleaſed with herſelf as 
poſſible, and by the moſt 'marked change 
in her conduct towards her, and the moſt 
unbounded approbation of her preſent de- 
ſigns, to make her, if poſſible, forget the 
diſappointment of her love, in the gratifi- 
cation of her vanity. Hence the change 

I VOL. L M a 
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of Mrs. Mordaunt's behaviour to tr 
| daughter, i in which the good Heart of Ellen 
ſo e 7 


I 


- 


| Lord Villas wrote to Mr. Maa, 
belecthing him to renew their intercourſe _ 
and friendihip; and Mr. Mordaunt, whoſe | 
nature knew not implacability, accepted 
the olive- branch. Lord Villars ventured 

one ſtep further, and ſent to Ellen, as a 
| n preſent, a * ornament of pratls. 


Ellen felt this as an inſult, as rhough her 
-deſertion of Henry was to be paid with a 
pearl necklace. From the man who had 
ſo unrelentingly refuſed her happineſs, ſhe 
could not accept of ornament, and ſhe re- 
turned, with very civil expreſſions, e * 
penſive trinket. 


Sir William was acquainted with this 
circumſtance, and Ellen ſaw, with a very 
ſenſible pain, that it diſpleaſed him. He 
| was more willing that ſhe ſhould facrifice 

; | VVV 
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as -dignity of her mind, than chat the 


ſhould betray any remaining reſentment to 
the perſon who, had ſe ren her from 
e 5 


But 5 5 thing: was 3 5 could not 
be recalled. She endeavou red, however, 


to convince Sir William that what ſhe had 


done was not from a feeling of reſentment, 


but from that delicacy which forbids the 


receiving obligation of any kind, and eſpe- 
cially of a -pecuniary fort, from thoſe of 
whom we think ill. And ſhe added, with 


a ſoftneſs which ought to have ſubdued 


diſpleaſure, even juſtly founded, that ſhe 
would bave ſacrificed even this delicacy, 

rather than have done what was Uunpſeghng 
to him. Nb,” 
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Vola tanto col diſio the 1 


HILE theſe things were tratiſacting ; 


, FW" in Northumberland, Henry was 


amuſing himſelf extremely well in Italy, 


perfectly unconſcious of the blow that 


awaited him. He had been acquainted 


with Ellen's journey to Bath, and had ſuf- 


fered the moſt cruel uneaſineſs as to the 


probable conſequence of that expedition; 


but his heart had recovered its compoſure, 


and reſumed its hopes, when he knew that 
ſne was returned diſengaged into Nor- 


thumberland. Although ſeparated by ſeas 


and mountains, the ſame ſatisfaction had 
filled 


6 Gli paryedbe” il vento.“ ARIOSTo. 
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filled tie hearts of Henry and Ellen, on? 
her being again ſheltered, as they both 


hoped, by the ſhades of Groby Manor, 
from the © dangers of ſolicitation, and 
e Oy the WRT n notice. 


1 79 liekter had R vain, 5 kings 0 
now learnt, although indiſtinctly, and from 


doubtful authority, of Ellen's. intended 
marriage with Sir William Ackland. On 
the thought of the diſtance that divided 


1 from England, an icy coldneſs ran” 
through his veins, there was no ſtaying 
there in all the horror of uncertainty, to be 


made perhaps ſtill more wretched, ws n 
\ F of doubt. 


He ie eee on the inſtant, and 
with a rapidity far ſhort of his defires, but 


| almoſt beyond his powers, he arrived in 


England. Here he loitered not for infor- | 


mation, more and more alarmed by that 
| hams reached him as he travelled on, with 
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the ſame breathleſs haſte he we kis way 
. Anh N orthumberland. | 


Here, at Soph oaths cloſe of a 
fine day, in September, the moon giving a 
more affecting tint to objects, the ſight of 
which, from the variety of emotions that 
they raiſed, almoſt ſhook his frame to diſ- 
ſolution, arrived the wretched Henry. 


He aſked, in a voice ſcarcely articulate, 
for Mr. and Mrs. Thornton, and was told 
they were at Groby Manor. This informer 
was a female, and ſhe added, < for Miſs 


Ellen is to be married to-morrow, and oy 


miſtreſs 1 is gone to take her leave of her. 


Henry felt the adder s 1 in his bart, 


and caſting up a look of deſpair, that rather 
ſeemed to menace than to ſupplicate, he 


ruſhed forward, and unknowing what he 


did or what he meant to do, ſoon reached 


the wood e W to Groby Manor. 
a Amongſt 


„Amongſt the PRE penſioners to whom 
Ellen's limited means enabled her to ex- 


tend her benevolence; was a poor woman, 


who, to the burthen of fourſcore years, ad- 


ded infirmity and misfortune. To her ne- 
ce!eͤbſſities Ellen had often ſacrificed the va- 
riety of her dreſs, and the power of pur- 

chaſing new books, or new muſic, and it 
was to Ellen not amongſt the leaſt pleaſing 


_ circumſtances of her approaching marriage, 
that it would enable her to ſecure poor De- 
borah from all the diſtreſſes of penury, for 


the remainder of-her-life. Nothing, how- 


ever, ſeemed ſufficient to conſole the old - 
woman for the approaching loſs of the daily 
viſits of her beloved benefactreſs; and El- 


len made it a point not to remit her atten- 
tions while 1 it was in her Power to continue 
them. 


_ The hurry of the preceding day had pre- 
vented her uſual viſit to Deborah; but as 
the cottage did not ſtand more than five 


hundred yards from Groby Manes, juſt on 


NM + the 
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the outſide of the wood, ſhe had withdrawn 
from her friends, while they were aſſem- 
bled at tea, to give one quarter of an hour 
to Deborah, to bid her adieu, and beſtow - 
her parting bounty, for Ellen was to de - 
part on the morrow. | 


She was returning from this humane vi- 
fitation, ſoftened by the gratitude and the 
bleſſings of the poor creature ſhe had left, 
her mind full of paſt ſcenes, and future ex- 
pectations, when on a ſudden Henry's 
figure ſtood before her. 


Ellen neither ſhrieked nor fainted, but 
ſhe doubted not but that which ſhe ſaw was 
ſupernatural, till Henry, who on the fight 
of her felt every tumultuous paſſion diſſolve 
into the moſt melting tenderneſs, ruſhed. 
| forward and claſped her in his arms. 


Am I to Sie: my ſenſes,: are you in- 
deed e 1285 1 


«© Yes, 


. — 
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ec „ Yes, yes, I am Henry, his Wet deten 4 
| Henry ; I know I come unlooked for, un- 


deſired, but I come to claim my own; to 
ſave you from the fin of inconſtancy.” 


85 Tnconſtancy! Do you charge me wich. x 


8 inconſtancy " 


« Yes, thou dear falſe one, yes. Can you 
deny we e 


i 


« Moſt confidently. But, dear Henry, 
compoſe yourſelf. What means this ſud- 


den appearance? What mean thoſe looks. 
ſo eager and ſo wild py 


Are you not martied . 
9 ol 
« Are you not betrothed yy 


« Þ beſeech you whe ls : I will hear alb 


you have to ſay, I will ſatisfy you fully, but 


do 


? 5 
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do not n me thus; you will drive my 
reaſon. from her r | 

25 Do 1 SORE you F orgive me, deareſt, 
beft beloved of creatures, forgive me. You 
talk of reaſon, mine indeed is gone, is loſt. 
Put your hand here, here—feel here; do 
you not feel the burning chain wich which 
my brain 1 is bound?” 5 = 


« We will fit own 8 we will con · 
verſe together: you cannot feel pain any 
where; Henry, that I ſhall not commiſe- 
rate.“ 


© How ſoft is your voice, how kind your 
accents. Oh, Ellen, you ſhould not thus 
have undone me.“ 


A paſſion of tears ſtopt his ſpeech; he 
wept, concealing his face in Ellen's gar- 
ment. She hung over him in unutterable 
diſtreſs, and ſought to ſooth him by the kind- 
eſt words of the moſt heart · felt compaſſion. 

>; MK 


PUAIN SES = 23 


At length he became more calm, and 
ſtarting up, T meant not,“ ſaid he, te 
play the madman and the fool, but let us 
reaſon the matter together: Iwill walk from 
you for a few! moments, and having reco- 
vered Tg fa. will: 88 0 to n 
e 
This: was a 1 relief to o Ellen; and 
gave her time to rally all her faculties; for 
the ſight of Henry, and Henry in ſuch diſ- 
diſtreſs, had deprived her of every power of 

recollection, and made her ſenſible only ey 
- the extremeſt AY | : 


ws «1 think I ſhall not again terrify you,” 
ſaid Henry, returning to her, I think 
I can be maſter of myſelf. But, Ellen, 1 
come to call you to a ſevere AY LD 
come to e with you for 1 ruin.” 1 
* oy” 

How innocent I am of your ruin in 
act or wiſh, I will not tell you, Henry, for 
e Wan 1 will not tell * to turn your 


mind 


3 
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mind to paſt 6 ie: : my ee 
I am ſure is written in your heart, and can- 
not 8. forgotten.” 


Is it your exculpation, that you have 
ſacrificed the trueſt love to a vain ambition ?- 
Is it your exculpation, that from diſinte- 
reſtedneſs, pure as what angels feel, you are 
become ſordid, n, ** 

c Cruel Henry No, my dear couſin, 
you are not cruel; you are not even mi. 
taken; you know I am not mercenary, your 
know I am not ſordid, you know me tho-; 
roughly, and can be at no loſs for the hinge 
motives of my conduct. 5 | 


0 1 know you e . no 
Once indeed——-” 


” No retroſpect At is not only upon 
the preſent occaſion, 1 have promiſed to 
forbear it, and to give It is not only uſeleſs. 
but detrimental. . - 


« Cool, 


PLAIN SENSE. 2533 


e Cool, reaſonable Ellen But it is falſe 
|  difſembled, a ſhall not n me that 
W for on” 585 


75 1 fonges ns I ſhould 10 can to 
lay the foundation of my . in the loſs * 
my faculties.” 


And do you indeed remember? Dear- 


eſt creature, do you remember? It was in 
this walk, it was under theſe trees — 


« Forbear. It was indeed in this ſpot I 


Firſt acknowledged the preference I enter- 
tained for you; a preference juftified by a 
Father's approbation : but. here, alſo, I learnt 
that your father forbade an union, that it 
would be impious in you to form under his 
-prohibition; and here too I ſolemnly en- 
gaged I wauld never be acceſſary to your 


diſobedience, and your ruin. Which of 


-theſe recollections can criminate me in your 
eye, or juſtify your preſent extravagance?” 


8 All, 5 


- wow 1 . pam — ů * 
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« All, all may juſtify my extravagance: 
That heart, with all its virtues, has been 
mine. It is torn from me - moſt unjuſtly 

torn from me! have loſt it for ever Oh! 
Ellen, you bind me to the rack n e 
me to complain! 


7 0 Such complaint might have been par- 
donable twelve months ago. No future 
event can place a more inſurmountable bar 

between us than was my promiſe then given 

to your father: in that e you hen 
| nee "_ now" | 


Sea Are yo: not ——_— to be mb to 
another ? Am 1 not to 10. for ever un- 


W 


e When I promiſed your father never 
more to liſten to you without his approba- 
tion, I knew I for ever renounced you; to- 

morrow's intended ceremony will not make 


the ien . abſolute, than it 
then 
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then was. The duty of that moment was 


] yielding, the duty of this is Ns] 


* And you, Madan, ! 004 are equal to 


both.“ 


wn « You will n not ! his think that 5 
an ironical praiſe, and I ſhall be happy to - 


prove _— ae ww un 


They now ed on in ſilence, hen ; 


coming to a walk that led immediately: to 


the houſe, Ellen turned into it, When baſ- 


wy ſeizing her gown, you are- not 99 
ing Ts exclaimed he. e 


«Tam going no Sas faid ſhe mild. 


ly, but 5 0 if you pleaſe, yu may ae 


e me.“ 


1 18 you !—No, Ellen, I muſt 
never accompany you; but may the God 
of all good accompany you; may he guard 


you ROCHE and bleſs your wan hours, 5 


and 
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and may you never more chiak ab fuck a. 
wreck as I am.“ R e 5 ace N 

| And than! ting his hold, he ruſhed 
Info the ſurrounding coppice, and was out 
Hof fight in a moment. Perhaps had he 
wuaited another inftant he had ſeen thoſe 
Agnus of weakneſs in Ellen which he feernal 

| to have taken fuch. pains to encits. 3 


1 — 
eee r ay" 


ade She. was fined: wh his peta, 
1 and overcome by her on recollections, 
baer limbs ſuddenly failed her, and ſhe 
. ſunk at the foot of a tree, nearly ſenſeleſs, 
| and f unable, for ſome minutes, 


| © fan 

. 4 . 6 

| . 1 

: * | ; 
5 END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. ; 
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